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| TE Author of the following pages attended 
tie meeting which was convened at the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, on Monday 

| the 8th of May laſt, te confider of the propriety 
of oppofing the Surgeons Bill: But being ſoon 4 | 
convinced that the objeclions made againſt it f 
were of no force, he thought it has duty, at 
te next meeting, which was on the Mean de 
Jollowing. to ſtate his view of the queſtion, and, 
was candidly permitted to do Jo. Some Gen- 
tlemen preſent agreed with him in opinion; a _ 
greater number did not: This determined im 
to enquire more fully into the ſubject; and the 
many harſh and unfair things which have 
fence been ſaid, and the groſs miſtakes which 
are gone abroad reſpecting it, have made him 
| reſolve to lay the reſult of * N 
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during the laſt Seſſion, for ereUting the Corporation 


of Surgeons of London into a College, has been 


ſo much miſrepreſented by its opponents, that it 
is neceſſary to ſtate to the Public the occaſion of 


its . and the pu rpoles it was e 


- 2 ' 


__ AR was «ſa in the ag: year oP his 5 
late Majeſty King George the Second, by which 
the Barbers and Surgeons of London were ſeparated We 
into two diſtin Corporations. _ By a clauſe in this 
AQ it was neceſſary to have the preſence of two - | 
Governors out of the three“, at every meeting of 
the Court of Aſſiſtants, in order to legalize: the 
_tranſaQtions of that meeting. At the Court held in 


rotation on 1 the firſt Thurſday in July, 2796, for 


* The Maſter and the two Wardens are called 


Governors. 


1 Bill which was 1 into Fa ent 
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DES RY preſs of defi officers. * the enſuing 


year, not-more than one Governor could poſſibly 
attend. One had very ſuddenly died: the other 
pas paralytic, at a conſiderable diſtance from 
| town; and an attempt to remove him was thought 


to be in the higheſt degree dangerous and improper, 


The choice of officers therefore unavoidably took 


| "place without him; an illegal act was of neceſlity 
.__ committed, and a deficiency aroſe in the Conſtitu- 


tion of the Company, which it was neceſſary to 
| ſupply ; and, if 8 to prevent it from ocrurgag 
in future, „ 


At this time ſeveral other circumſtances exiſted, 
which had led the Court of Aſſiſtants to think of 
an application to Parliament for a new act. That 


ol the 18th of George II. only empowered the 


Company to hold the yearly value of. £200. in 
freehold property, without incurring the penalties | 
of the ſtatute of Mortmain; a ſum by no means 
. equal to their annual expenditure, 'The hall which 
they occupied- in the Old Bailey was in a very 


| Tuinous ſtate; requiring, in the opinion of a 


furveyor, who had accurately examined it, near 
- 2000, to put it in proper repair. It was more- 


ouyer inconvenient, held on a leaſe of which 
555 fit ty-five years only were unexpired 3 inhabited at 


an expence of £00. per annum, including the 


5 value of the money laid out in the building; which 5 


ene would have been greatly Increaſed by the 
8 5 f ; repair: 


1 


repair: f an the fum expended, wholly loſt ta the 
company, unleſs they were to renew their leaſe at 
an increaſed rent, in conſequence ag their own 
MET WANs. | 


farms thee thawts alvibile ico. bole toy 


a more commodious houſe, in a more eligible ſitua- 
tion, and if poſſible, a freehold. The houſe lately 
occupied by Mr. Baldwin in Lincoln's-inn-fields 
being ſhortly after offered for ſale, and poſſeſſing all 
theſe recommendations, it was purchaſed, and 
veſted in truſtees for the benefit of the Company, 
till the reſtriftions they lay under with regard to the 
: ſtatute of Mortmain ſhould be taken off. 


3 The 20 paſſed. in . 32d year of 


* 
— 


8 Henry VIII. (A. D. 1544). had inflicted a penalty 


of five pounds per month on all who praRtiled Sur- | 
gery, without their licence and authority, within 


the city of London, and one mile thereof; and 


the patent of Charles 1. given, in the year 1629, 
had extended their juriſdi ion to ſeven miles round 


London: But this article not having been formally 


inſerted in the act of the 18th of George II. great 


doubts were entertained of the Company's power 


to proſecute offenders. It was therefore neceſſary 89 
make this clear; and the increaſe of population in 


the vicinity of the metropolis, with the decreaſe in 


the value of money, made it ſeem proper to extend 


the ien to ten miles, and to increaſe the 
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penalty to ten l in order to alk the 2 0 
e ede 50 . eee 

Laſtly. The Societies wa Se in | Edinburgh 
and Dublin had both been incorporated as Coll e ges; 5 


a title certainly more ſuitable to a ſcientific body, 


who have no commercial intereſt to. ſupport, than 


that of a Company, or Corporation. It was there- 


os ; 


many of its members, and the benefit reſulting from 35 


* V. 
2 
[i 


fore natural to wiſh that the Surgeons in London ; 
ſhould enjoy an equal degree. of rank with them; 


I eſpecially as they were a much older, and had been 


a more beneficial company to the public, chan | 
either of the former. 5 | | 


* 8 1 
r 


To theſe alterations i in their favour it was thought 


the company had ſome claim, For excluſive = 


the advancement made! in chirurgical knowledge by 


thence to the public at large; the Court of Exa- 
miners had, ever ſince the act of the 1 8th of George 5 
II. was paſſed, examined, without any perſonal 
reward, all the army and navy Surgeons and Sur- 
geons mates, and had made a proviſion of eighty 
pounds per annum, out of the company's funds, 
for a courſe of lectures on Practical Surgery, to 


be given gratis to che gentlemen. intended or thoſe 5 
ſervices . 1 PE 


On 


* The ;rouble of examining Surgeons and heir mates 


or the Fanny and V ler viees was at firſt but trifling, 


"Fur 


On theſe grounds therefore a Petition was pre- 
lented to the Houſe of Commons, on the 23d or Es 
February laſt, ſigned by a majority of the Court 
of Affiſtants, and onthe 2oth of March following* 1 
a bill was brought in, containing the following pro 
8 viſions for the more eaſy and regular tranſaQtion of 


buſineſs in future, and the tat reſpeQability 
- of the members of the corporation. © 


1. That ies | . ſhould be eredted into 
2 College; that the names of its officers 
ſhould be changed, and inſtead of Maſter, 
©: Wardens, Examiners, and Aſſiſtants, be 
21> Called Preſident, Vice Preſidents, Cenlors, 
251551 weed Council. But though the names were 5 
changed, the mender power, and duties of 
each, reſpectively and together, were to re- | 
$64 main TTY the lame. 4 


- ww N 
Ss 


1 


N The 


but at length! it has become very co eable: In time 
of war the Examiners are obliged to meet every fort- 
night for that purpoſe, let their profeſſional or other 
engagements be what they may; and often examine from 
twenty to forty perſons in an evening. A duty of no 
mall inconvenience and fatigue; as it falls. and muſt. 


fall, only on thoſe who are at the head of the ebe 5 
and are in the mo extenſive 48 © I 


* 1 hs theſe 3 Ga the St. Tomes! s Chronicle of 
e the 1 and en the 21ſt. 


1 


u. The fecond and; ſci anticle. vas, That 


_ buſineſs might in future be legally tranſated. 


in the preſence of Ox x Preſident or Vice Pre. 


ſident, and four Cenſors; and that if ever the 


| Preſident and both the Vice Preſidents ſhould 
happen to be dead at the ſame time, the 


ſenior ſurviving Cenſor might convene a 
Council for the elektion of others in their 


| fend, n 


1 


1 1II. That the college thus conſtituted £4 de 


able to hold freehold property of the yearly 
value of one thouſand pounds, (he ſum 


allowed to the colleges of Edinburgh and 


Dublin) without incurring any of re penal ties 
of the ſtatute of Mortmain. VV 5 


That the jiſcietion of. the Court of Exa- 
miners (or Cenſors) ſhould be extended to ten 


miles round London, but with reſpe& to 


future ſettlers only in the additional three 


miles; and that the penalty for praQtifing Sur- 


gery without their authortiy, ſhould be in- 


creaſed * e 


2 There vas alſo a clauſe confirming the endow- 
ment for a courſe oſ chirurgical lectures; and 


directing thoſe lectures to be given by one of the 


members of the Council : and another clauſe which 


required 


(1) 


required the candidates applying for examination h 
0 be of _ of REI years. 


In every other reſpect the Bill reſembled the 
old at. 


7 raſſed through the Houſe of Commons, after 


undergoing ſome amendments in its phraſeology, + 


and was on the point of being read a third time in 
the Houſe of Lords, when a ſudden and un- 
expetled oppoſition aroſe from ſome members of 
the company, which was conducted with great : 
| warmth and perſeverance, and at length occaſioned . 
il to be loſt; atleaſt till a future application can be 
As, in the courſe of this oppoſition, much has 
been faid, not only to miſrepreſent and traduce the 
Bill itſelf, and thoſe who petitioned for it, but alſo 
to procure a total overthrow of that Conſtitution of 
- the Company, which has ſubſiſted for more than 
balf a century, with eminent advantage to the 
profeſſion, and to the public at large; and to 
ſubſtitute in its ſtead a ſpeculative and untried 
ſcheme, dreſſed up after the frippery of modern 
times; it is neceſſary to diſcuſs the objeftions that 
have been ſtarted, that the public i in general, and the 
Legiſlature i in particular, may baye a more N a0 
Aatement of the cale before them, 


E . a an fs 5 


$25, Jo” Le, 
1 


8 


But in order to do this with the Sete o. 
= and to ſhow the propriety of our enjoying the | 
| honour that has been ſolicited, it will be proper to 
enter a little ; into the Hiſtory of the Company; and 
briefly to conſider what Surgery is, and what pro- 
greſs it has made. This is the more needful, be- 
cauſe a noble and very learned Lord, whoſe great 
talents and able ſervices have rendered him de- 
_ fervedly high in the public eſteem, has not thought 5 


it beneath him to treat the profeſſion at large with 


the moſt pointed ſarcaſm and contempt. I hope it 
Vill appear that his Lordfhip was miſtaken on this 
occaſion, and that his ridicule Vas both undeſerved 


| and * 


The former connection of the Surgeons Com 
pany. with the Barhers, has afforded many perſons 
'a plentiful ſabje for deriſion. 1 ſhall therefore 
firſt endeavour to ace out the origin of, chat 
conne tion. . 3 „ ft 


Ik. every ing is to be deſpiſed which was ſmall 
or obſcure in its beginning, perhaps we ſhall not find 


| much i in human affairs to command our reſpett. Arts 


and Arms, Legiſlation and Commerce, have all 
8 from rude and imperlett efforts; and every 
branch of Science has at ſome period been e 5 
with weakneſs, ines and * 
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Sent it is the 49950 0 YE Science, and not the 
Hine of it, from which we are to eſtimate its im- 
portance. The latter depends on a variety of cir- 
cumſtances, which are ſubject to great uncertainty. 
The Spirit of the times, and the patronage of the 
public, muſt concur with the genius and induſtry 
of individuals, or few advances can be made in a | 
profeſſion like Surgery, which, however contempti- 
ble it may appear to thoſe who do not-underſtand 
it, opens on every path of human enquiry, and 
calls for the cloſe and perſevering reflection of 5 
vigorous and comprehenſive mind. 2 
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But the nk of the times, in this and the nc. 
bouring countries, was long before it looked with a 
foſtering eye on any part of medical Science. For 
many centuries Phyſic was almoſt entirely in the 
hands of the clergy, who by involving it in ſuper- 
* found it a very profitable employ, and 
in many inſtances an introduttion to preferment*. 
1 lay under greater diſadvantages; a prin- 
cipal part of it, the care of the wounded and 
lame, being commonly entruſted to women, and 
ignorant pretenders. 1 We are told indeed that 
when Galen came from Pergamos to Rome, near 
the cloſe of the ſecond century, he found it praiſed 
there as a ſeparate. branch of the medical art?. 1 
* See Rymer's Fadera, tom. II. p- 1035—1036, tom. 


1 p. 26g, &c. f Paſquier, Recherches de la a at a 
* 862. 7 * p. e. iin 


— II Womtn 


. 
I 


8 eely Profeſſors, 


Wo. 


But this cuſtom was ſoon loſt i in the en 
which overthrew that empire; and it is not all 
toward the middle of the twelfth century, that we 


find any traces, either in hiſtory or romance, of its 
5 3 a TO 8 in 8 8 | 


It will 6 8 to abi the Reader with =Y 


| ſhort detail of the circumſtances by which this 
alteration was brought about; as it will enable wm 


to account for the inconſiderable e pra our 


— 


When the 9 of Paris i en 


of which had been laid by Charlemagnet, began 

to aſſume a more regular form under the reign of 
Louis the Seventh, a Faculty of Medicine was ſoon 
adlded to the former three of Divinity, Arts, and 
Decrees. In conſequence of this, ſome able men 
began to ſtudy Hippocrates and Galen, whoſe 


writings were alſo read in the public exerciſes, 


The novelty of theſe: Lectures occaſioned many of 
the Clerical Phyficians to neglef their religious 
duties in order to attend them, | This neglect 
ſoon grey to ſuch an excels, that in a Council held 
at Tours by Pope Alexander the Third, in 116g, 
the following mandate was iſſued: Statumus us 
nulli omnino poſt votum religions ET POST FACTAM 
A Arvo roc PROFESSIONEM AD arten, 


3 


* Paſquier p. 818. f Bulzi Hit Uniy. e ar; ks, 


— 


„„ 
N ; legefoe mundanas, permitiatur exire. Si vero . 
ett ad clauſtrum ſuum intra duorum menſium ſpatium 
non redierint, Jicut excommunacati ab omnibus eui- 


tentur“, This was 1 e By Honorius 
_ III. about the OE e Tos 


3 >| 


7 


35 e of. this is refiriftion, a iſ laymen 
1 were encouraged to apply to the ſtudy of phyſic; 
but as the Univerſity wquld not receive them without 
a vo of celibacy, moſt of them became dan | 
1 RG oye had finiſhed their Rudies}. ee 


| ' The pili 13 now | forbidden to Wha their 
Pn, were for the moſt part conſ ulted at home. 
The ſervants or friends of the fick uſed to carry their 
urine and other excrements to them{, with as good e 
an account as they could give of the indiſpoſition; 
I the e of courſe directed what medicines 
> 0 | c 2 e f were Sa 
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- ® Paſquier ut ſupra, + v. Rickey, fur TOugine 
Ke. de la Chirurgie en F rance—and Du Boulay, paſſim, 1 


1 Bulai Hift. Univ. Par. tom. II. p. 575. AF Nj 


#56. 6 In alluſion. to this cuſtom Hugues de Berci, who. 
livea, ee to Moreri, about 120, thus ays =. | 
the Phylicians, who began to e the hame « of Pla 
1 and Fi, ciens at that time. 
9 Fiſiciens ſont appellez, „%% os 
Sans fy ne ſont ils point nommen: 
De ſy doit toute * naitre, N | 
£5,024 4 mt = ty Fiſique doit elire,” 
De ty Fibque me deffie, 
1 qui en tel art ſe fie, 1 
Qu il n a rien qui n'y ait wy EU 8c? 
2 Done ſuis je fol ſs j je m 7 fy,” bauen pas 3 
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Vere to vs taken, OY in caſe of e diſeaſes, 
what applications were to be employed, In the 


latter caſe, it was moſt uſual for them to ſend their ; 
on ſeryants, (who aRed as their Barbers*) to per- = 


form what was neceſſary; for cold applications to 
the head, previouſly ſhaved, formed then a very. 
principal remedy in many diſeaſes. Many of theſe 
men therefore became wholly employed in viſiting 
the ſick for the Phyſicians, in bleeding, and the 


3: inferior operations of Surgery, all of which were 


conſidered as too indelicate for the ſacred func- 8 
tion, and in time obtained from hence a good 


degree of the confidence of the public; juſt as the 
ſervants of apothecaries frequently do at this 
day. The capital operations, of which very few 


indeed were then performed, were commonly en- 


truſted to the lay-ſcholars of the Univerſity, who 

had ſtudied phy ſic, but had not been permitted to 

become members of the Faculty, not having taken 
the vow of celibacy. Theſe however were few; 
| ſo that the clergy occaſionally intermeddled with this | 


branch of prattice, till at length, by two decrees, 


5 the firſt iſſued by Pope Boniface VIII. at the cloſe 
of the thirteenth century, and the ſecond by Pope 
Dh Clement V. at Avignon, near ns beginning of the 


VVV fourteenth oY 


Pope Al Ul. hn at this time een is 


canon firſt iſſued by the Synod of Carthage, reſpeftin 
Clerical Tonſure. Vi , 


ide Hotomanni Hoxende, P- 27. 
4.56 on n "abhorce rien x cant e te: lng”. fy | : 
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 Phyſfic; che prieſts were abſolutely forbidden to 

pradtiſe it; and the Univerſity of Paris, in con- 
ſequence, refuſed to admit any ſtudent into the 
1 nn nh Medicine who did not * it. 
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8 1 ts ks A FN was  diſtinguihed Foo 
1 byte, long before Surgeons were diſtinguiſhed _ 
from Phyſicians. After the mandate of Pope 5 
Alexander III. it began to be cultivated with ſome 
degree of attention at the famous ſchool of Saler- 

num, and perhaps at Naples and Montpellier. By 

one of the ſtatutes of the Emperor Frederick II. 

dhe founder of the academy at Vienna, the former | 

' ſchool obtained the power of granting degrees in 

medicine about the middle of the thirteenth century; 
and one clauſe in that ſtatute particularly relates to 
Surgeons, concerning whom a better and more 
juſt opinion ſeems to have been there entertained, 
than at Paris. The Italian univerſities admitted 
lay ſtudents to. equal Privileges with the clerical; 
ſome of them became phyſicians of note, and the 

| clergy left the Fee of Surgical operations 


1 


e, N 


240 . etaim 5 1 5 . 705 
Cirurgicus ad practicam admittatur, niſi teſtimoniales 
literas afferat Magiſtrorum in Medicinali facultate legen- 

tium, quod per annum ſaltem in ea parte Medicinæ 19 75 
ſtuduerit, que Chirurgiæ inſtruit Facultatem; et prae- _ 
ſertim anatomiam humanorum corporum in Scholis 
didicerit, et fit in ea parte medicinæ perfectus, fine qua _ 

nec inciſiones ſalubriter fieri poterunt, nec frafta frac- 


- tura curari.“ Bulæi Hiſt. Univ. Par. tom. III. p. 158. 
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ne to Ry Ps the reaſon! dats 3 

ve learn from Brunus and Lanfranc, the latter of 
how was by birth a Milaneſe. Several of theſe 
came over to France at different periods, where 8 
N they praftiſed. with: conſiderable. ſucceſs and re- 
puutation. However, that they did not confine hem. 
loves. Wersen to ee 3 is Gp" evident E 
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„How Pts this 8 in -the hol, or Um. z 
5 ps as we muſt now call it, of Salernum, might 
| Influence | the minds of the French Surgeons 5 
5 ſeek. for an. eſtabliſhment, I "cannot! ſay; 
- but it "was, in all, probability, about this period , 
— that Louis IX. commonly. called St Louis, WhO WE 
I had aecuſtomed himſelf to aſſiſt in dreſſing the 
vounds of bis ſoldiers, firſt incorporated the Sur- 
geons of Paris. After the mandate of Pope Alex- 
ander had been repeated by Honorius III. the 
clerical phyſicians more frequently gave advice i in 
the churches; eſpecially in the church of Note 
Dame, where the Surgeons attended to receive 
their direQtions about ſome of their patients, and to 
_ freſs the ſores of ſuch as came thither. At length 
= St. Louis, thinking the Surgeons deſerving of 
. more reſpect, than merely to be conſidered as 
the ſcholars and underlings of the Phyſicians, 
-onftituted them into a College, or Confrairie, 
about the year 1268, in honour. of St. Cöſme 
1 nd St. Damien; * ind in the hure con. Þ | 
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e to e ww bey t for at centuries 2 
alter were obliged to attend the firſt Monday 8 2 
every month, after divine fe ervice, to dreis ide N 
bl vounded and lame e e CY LS 1 
- Thus PE 11000 whe two claſſes of Surge i in 
1 Thoſe who had a regular, though a _ 
_ fedive education, in the School of Phyſic, and 
occaſionally prafliſed-as Phyſicians; and thoſe who 5 
were originally employed as the ſervants of the _ 
 priefls, being in fat Barbers: - Some of the latter 
on leaving their employers began to encroach on 
- the former, and it appears that in the year 1301, — "on 
there were-twerity-fix of this deſcription fettledin - WM 
Paris. The former” claſs had conſiderably mul. 
Wel towards the time when Clement V. removed 
the papal See from Rome to Avignon, but as they. 
were fill comparatively few in number, the Barbers 
were of neceſſity tolerated as inferior PraQitioners. 'M 
2 However i in the year 130f, they were ſummoned _-_ I 
before . the Procureur- du Roy, at the Chatelerof I 
Paris, and forbidden to prattiſe till they had been | 
: 5 examined by the Maitres Chirurgiens f. T bis pro- 
hübition was of little avail. The Maitres Chirurgiens 
bad no ſpecific authority. The number of ignorant 
= pretenders, was daily increaſing; till at length Ion if 
*Pitard, who had been Surgeon ſucceſſively to St. I! ; 
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Louis, Philip the Brave, and Philip the Fair, ob- 
tained an editt from the latter in the year 1311, 


by which he was empowered to aſſemble with the 
Maſters in Surgery; to compel all praQitioners in 


that art to appear before him, to be examined re- 
ppecling their qualifications; to grant licences to 


ſuch as were of competent abilities, and to take them 


| before the Provoſt of Paris to be ſworn. /-The Pro- 


volt being at the ſame time authorized to puniſh all 
who dared to pratliſe within the city and lieutenancy | 
of Paris, without having firſt obtained this ſanction 
from John Pitard, or his ſucceſſors in office. This 


edi& was repeated with ſome flight alterations by 
| King John in 1332, and again in 1355 ; and after- 


_ wards by Charles V. ho while he was Regent had 
enrolled his own name among the liſt of their 
members“; and who finally determined in the year 
1372, that the Surgery of the Barbers, for tbe 
future, ſhould be confined to dreſſing boils, bruiſes, 

: F and open wounds which were not mortal, but might 


become ſo without timely aſſiſtance f. Fob 


i During the hate of this period France was | the 
principal ſeminary of Engliſh earning, and the : 


ſource of Engliſh cuſtoms. | : Still, 


. Gallia cauſſidicos docuit facunda Britannos},” 
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His ſucceſſor Louis XIII. did the ſame in 1615 
5 be year after he was declared of age by the Regent. 
+ Paſquier ut ſupra.— Appendix to the Recherches ſur 


 FOrigine, &c. de | a Chirurgie, 5 Juven. Sat. XV. 
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Ons 1 in the Univerſity of Paris was 
ceeualled the Engliſh School, over. which an Engliſh 
Procureur preſided, and was chiefly filled with 


rurgical, or indeed medical knowledge, none that 
woas worth the name could be obtained in England. 


. -the eſtabliſhment of the French College under John 


they did appear, their ſtation was low, and their 
functions confined, is not owing to any. thing 


rapacious avarice of the Romiſh Clergy, who were 


8 ſurers, the Chancellors, and what Not, ſmuggling 
BW, wealth and power on every ſide. 


William the Breton, who wrote ät the beginning 


* | 


 * Paſquier, p. 84. 


ſtudents from this country“. With regard Lo Chi- 8 


All che Phyſicians of any note came over from Italy 
or France; but moſt of them from Paris. And 
as to Surgeons, we hear ſcarcely any thing of them 

till the middle of the fourteenth century, after | 


Pitard. That they appeared no earlier; that when : 


3 imputable to them, or to the profeſſion they fol- 
| lowed; but to the want of an inſtitution, like that 
in Paris, to educate them regularly; and to the 


the Lawyers, the Phyſicians, the Divines, the Trea- 


| That 7A 3 * OR followed Sur- 
gery as a ſeparate proceſſion, ſoon after they | 
exiſted in France, is however exceedingly probable. e 


: of the darteenth century, has marked the diſtinftion 
in his e when 8 of the wounds of +2 
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_ our Richard 11 Peters U Chateau de Limoſin 
3 1 199, Dy an arrow 0 etc his e 


* Tera 8 . vo doe mintim; | 
Apponunt Velici fomenta, SECAN TQUE CniRURGI, 


| Vulous, ut inde trahant ferrum lEVIOEe pericl.” 


—_ * 


Nevertheleſs, after a 108 and tedious reſearch, 


1 bave not been able to find that any Surgeon was 


fe ſtatedly eppointed to attend the king's perſon, before 
the year 1360, when Richard * Wy was made 
Surgeon to Edward III. From that time the 
appointment wWas regular, though the perſons who. 
held it were frequently foreigners. About this 
period alſo lived John of Ardern, who. praQtiſed at 
Newark in Nottinghamſhire, and is the firſt mere 
Surgeon in England whoſe writings have come 
down to us. He was a man of learning for the 


time in which he lived; and from ſeveral paſſages 
in his writings, I think it highly probable he had 


ſtudied abroad. This was an advantage which few 
of his cotemporaries here poſſeſſed; although there 
can be little reaſon to doubt that many of them - 


came over from France with their patrons the 


prieſts, to ſettle in this iſland. © But theſe were 
| employed, as has been ſaid, in ſubſervience to the 
cletical doors, who took pretty good care that 
heir ſervants ſhould not be wiſer than themſelves. 


8 


4 


5 Paſquier, p. 867. Ms. Sloan. 4581133." 
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n was hot till he reigh of the filth eh that 
the public mind in this country ſeems to have been 


— 


awakened to tlie importance of the Surgical Pro- 


5 ſeſßon, or the heceſſity of placing ſome controul 


over thoſe who pretended to pratliſe it. Indeed, fo _ 
late as the third year of that monarch's reign, ſo . | 
very few of this profeſſion were to be found, that 
| when he undertook the. invaſion. of France witb a 
: great fleet and army, he only took -one principal 0 


Surgeon, Thomas: Morſtede, and twelve aſſiſtants 
with him, on that expedition; he even gave ſome 
of his on jewels in pledge for the payment of the 


ſalary which was allowed them. In the following 


_ year, for his ſecond expedition, a warrant was iſſued 


to the ſame Thomas Morſtede and one William 


Bredewardyn, to preſs as mam) Surgeons and their 


Inſtrument Makers into their fervice, as they could 


| any where find ; Ubic unque invenire poterunt, 


tam infra Civitatem noſtram Londoniæ, quam 
4 alibi®,” In the ninth year of the ſame reign it was 


| enafted by the Parliament, „ That the lords of 
the King's Council for the time being,” ſhould _ 


5 have power to puniſh thoſe who pradtiſed Surgery 

without being approved by Maſters of that Art; 
but the number of good praRitioners ſtill continued 
- fo ſmall, chat i it was not al to 5 a me to 
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bee tom. IX. 4 57. 252, 863. 
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5 | -Moybvks during the long teign of Wen 1 
uin whoſe minority the Duke of Bedford ated aa 
| Regent in France, the number of Surgeons pro- | 
_ digiouſly increaſed. . Several appeals were made to 
the miniſters of this prince, from the Surgeons and 
Barbers: in France, both at Paris and Bourdeaux*, 
and they came over here with little reſerve. In 
tbe mean time copies of the writings of Albucaſis, 
Avicenna, the Greek Phyſicians, Guido de Gau- 
| liaco, Lanfranc, John of Ardern, and others, had 
multiplied, and were conſequently more generally 
read. The Profeſſion began to aſſume a more 
ſcientific appearance; and when Edward IV. 
aſcended the throne, the London PraQtitioners be- 
gan to think of applying for a patent of incorpora- 
tion, that ſhould place them on a footing with their 
brethren in Paris; and enable them to put a check 
on the crowd of ignorant and vile impoſtors, who 
began now to pour in from all parts, and commit 
- the moſt daring and impudent frauds, N the 
5 cloak of pn —_—_— „„ 
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1 In this reign the RF of Serjeant 8 was firſt 
inflates. See Rymer's Fed. tom. XIII. p. 74. It 
was probably firſt given to William Hobbys, with a 
Blary of Ny marks per annum. MS, Sloan, e, 
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mitted their beards to grow. Shaving was an 
operation very rarely performed, and was actual ß 
conſidered as the buſineſs of a Surgeon; being 
1 ſeldom needed except in caſe of ſome accident 
which made it neceſſary to remove the hair from 
85 the injured part; or of thoſe diſeaſes, in which, as 
has been before obſerved, conſiderable relief was 
expeRted from ſhaving the head, and making certain 
applications immediately to it. There is ſufficient | 
reaſon to believe that prior to the reception of be 
Faculty of Medicine into the Univerſity of Paris, 
the clerical Phyſicians were frequently employed for 
this purpoſe*®. Afterwards it was left in the hands 
of thoſe to whom other manual operations work”. 
committed, and there, it was 2 1 95 e alined 2: 
: ” lower claſs of them. 25 
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1n England however, there were no. Surgeons 

for ſeveral centuries who did not praQtiſe as Barbers, 
the King's Surgeon not excepted. | In a patent 

iſſued for the naturalization .of Michael Belwellt, | 
who was Surgeon to Henry VI. in 14433 be is 

Ntiled . « Valettus et Sirurgicus noſter ;” and the 
. Capitis Raſura is expreſsly mentioned in the | 
warrant iſſued to Wareyn and Marchall, Surgeons | 

to the ſame monarch in 145455 as a part of their 


duty. 
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trary under certain circumſtances. The ee of 75 
Barber at the Palace Gates was granted i in 1447, 2s 

a mark of ſpecial favour to Robert Bolley, and 
Alexander Donour, ſervants of the King's Eury, 


r oo 


8 capacity, they obtained their charter from that 


— 


. 
. 


2 ellabliſhed i in Great Britain for the regulation 'of any 


0 . 


36} og | 
The buſineſs of a Barber 9 in thoſs es a | 
implied no degradation whatever, Rather the con- 


vith the right of retaining very exorbitant fees for 
the tonſure of thoſe who were created K nights of 
the Bach:“ This being a part of the ceremony. | 
performed at their inſtallation. The ſee to be given 
on this occaſion by a Duke was ten pounds. A ſum 
ps at Os to twelve times as 1 much at W 


N TO — — hen, - . oY 
HR in the year 1461, petitioned King Edward 
IV. to be incorporated, as SURGEONS, Into a City | 
Company: and As Sv RGEONS, and in no other 


Prince. And this incorporation, however lng 

| * 
and ridiculous it may now appear, was the firſt ever 
part of the medical profeſſion: BEING ERECTED | 
ITW NINE YEARS | BEFORE- "THE  CoLLEoe « or 
| Piivstctans. ” ERIE 


The „ iel appears to be 4 very 
ae FR 1 the I's of the edit iſſued by Philip the - 
| Fair 2 


9 
— 7 


-- * Rymer, tom. II. p. 1829. 
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Fair i in 181 1, in Ho of the n af "ER 

— 05 it was afterwards amended by King John — 
Fig Charles V. After mentidning the number * 15 
ignorant and incompetent praQtitioners, "who. were 7 
daily flocking into the City of London, through . 
wWhoſe want of {kill “ guamplurima t quaſt infinita  -* 
mala diverſis ligeis noſtris evenefunt quorum quidem 7 
aui ea de cauſa viam univerſe carnis ſunt ingreſſi, alli 1 
autem eadem cauſa tanguam inſanabiles et incurabilee 
fan ab omnibus derelicti, &c.” it proceeds to ordain 1 
that two principal perſons of the community . 
e corporated, with the aſſent of twelve, or eight 

perſons thereof at the leaſt, might every year elect 
35 out of the Wee two Maſters, or Governors, RS) 
. the moit Expert. In the Myſtery of Surgery, TY 0 
who ſhould have the overſight. and government of - _ 
all perſons of the ſame profeſſion within the City'of ß 
London, both freemen and foreigners. That no 1 
perſon ſnould be permitted to prafiſe without their 1 
licence and authority; and « That they ſhould and 
might admit p-+ ſons able and fu efficiently learned in the 

aid Myſtery of Surgery, and approved of by them in 

by e and no other perſons, nor in any other man- 
= ner,“ into the Company, and to the Liberties rye 

City. It alſo gave power to the Governors, tio 
examine all inſtruments and medicines uſed in 
Surgery; to puniſh unlicenſed praQtitioners: ... 
ines, forfeitures, and impriſonments ; and exempted Sh 4 
_ alt che” members from 2 8 on * bag „ 

5 5 * 1 CCC ⁵ JO05 
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1 . En 14. 2 * 
=_  - 1 again EY With 0 part of f this charter a are 
= the Barbers confidered under” any other charakter 
dan that of Surgeons; and that no reaſon is any 
where aſſigned . for their wee but that 
A 5 "i praftiſed as ſuch. | 
4 Mn It is Ante — while cas were ae 
| = Surgery, and indeed Medicine itſelf, muſt be in a 
= On very barren condition. But if the general ftate of 
= things at this FE be GR little elſe was to 
9 eee FF 
= pO PP nh cm on eyery fide "%y : 
_ papal tyranny, England had ſcarcely beheld the 
- daun of learned or commercial glory. Diſtradted 
on the one hand by meretricious ſchemes of con- 
gqueſt abroad; racked and trodden down on 
6 a L the other, by internal difſentions at home, the 
= minds of men were not ſufficiently tranquil to cul- 
1 A . - -- tivate the peaceful arts. Robbery and murder 
1 were the diſeaſes they had chiefly to dread ; order 
5 and peace were W of which they knew little 
1 but the name. Few advances therefore could 


; 


4 


|  _ poſibly be made in liberal purſuits, when no public 
inſtitutions could be arranged to promote them. But 
dad circumſtances been otherwiſe, the communica- 
uon of knowledge was ſtill uncertain and flow: 
The art of printing, though indeed it was in- 
vented, was here unknown, and England was 
1 dilkant from the 5 of . * 
TE : | | it 
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S is true, Was . in \ the 1 bal! in ſo 
ecrude and defeQive a ſtate, that it rather deſerved _ 
the name of a ſuperſtition than a ſcience :. and Sur- _ 
gery, for aught that appears to the e was 
overlooked®, ay 


Not >. was the general ſtate at things 1 . 
friendly to learning, but there were many circum- 5 
ſtances which made Surgery then, a very different 

© thing to what it is now, Except the larger pieces of 
ordnance, which were uſed in the attack of fortified © 
places, fire arms were not yet employed in battle, | 
1 | either by ſea or land. The grincipal dependance 
* ol the Engliſh armies was on their archers, The 
We warriors alſo were defended Ay. armour, and 15 
the wounds they received were leſs varied and : 
complex than thoſe which are now inflidted. : | 
Several diſeaſes which afterwards. appeared, and 
many remedies which have lince been diſcovered 
{among which the Bark, and almoſt all . 
Chemical compoſitions are to be included) were 
23 altogether unknown. For America was not chen 
become the theatre of European avarice, nor had _ 
| lawleſs love engendered that fatal poiſon, which bas 
ſince overſpread ſo many thouſands of her votaries 
- with rottenneſs and miſery. 0 chis may be added 


to 1 TS. that 115 

5 * Wood. 1 8 hiſtorian of Oxfard, ns fog Si = 
he could ſcarcely tell where the Schools of Medicine. | = 
Hood at this period, . Schole iſtæ ubinam feeterint a- | 
rum liquet. Halt, A Oxon, Lib. II. 1 18. Et 
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that . the baſis of all chirurgical know. 
_ ledge, was yet uncultivated. For though little 
ſeruple was made of murdering an obnoxious rival, 


or of burning a reputed heretic alive, the diſſection 
of a dead body was conſidered as barbarous, and 


5 ignominious both to the perſon who. performed i it, 
8 and to the character of the deceaſed. | 


5 Wbat then could by looked? for in ſuch unpro- 
pitious times? Is it juſt to reproach any body of 
men with the character of their predeceſſors in fo 


dark an age? Or might not the reproach be equally | 
5 as on che other learned n 


But to proceed—The Barbers W was re- 


85 newed by King Henry VII. in the year 1.500, with 


only this alteration, that four Maſters were ap- 
pointed inſtead of two, who were ſtiled Magiſtri 


5 froe Gubernatores miſtere Barbitonſorum et Sirur- 
- gicorum, * Shortly after, in 1505, the Barbers and 
Surgeons of Edinburgh obtained a ſeal of Cauſe 
from the 1 8 Rn and Council of that City? "if 


by 


* As it will "a ſomething of the ſlate of Surgery at 


that time, I will inſert the following extract from the 


petition preſented to the Council on this occaſion, — 
And alſe that every man that is to be made freeman 


and Maſter amongſt us, be examined and proved in. 


the poyntes following. That is to ſay, That he knaw 


anatomia, nature and complextons of every member 


«+ of humans body; and hkewayes, that he knaw all the 
+ vaines of the ſamen, that he may make phlibothmia 


in due tyme. And alle that he knaw in guhilk mem- 


bir FRE 1 55 has dominatione JETS the 92 for every 
e e | +327 e man 


+» 4 -» 


05 


by which they were incorporated, and which was 
afterwards ratified by a charter from King h IV. : 


1 Oktober 13, 1 306. 


Tue charter of Henry VII. vas confirmed by Henry 
VIII. in 1512, the third year of his reign, without 
undergoing any alteration whatever. The delivery 


ob this latter was delineated by the pencil of Holbein, 
who has repreſented [eighteen principal members 
of the Company attending the monarch on this 


occaſion. 


- 8 


In the fame year an Ag of Parliament: was 
1a el enaQting that no perſon ſhould be allowed 
to'praftiſe Phyſic or Surgery within London or 
ſeven miles thereof, until he had been examined 
and approved by the Biſhop of London, and the 
Dean of St. Paul's, with four Phyſicians for Phyſic, 


and for Surgery, with four perſons expert in that 
ME or Tien theſe limits, by the Biſhop of 


E 1 . the 


— 


1 thing that he works in, or elſe he is negligent. And 
that we may have ance in the year, a condemned man, 


wee may have experience ilk ane to inſtruck others, 
*. and we ſhall doe ſufferage for the ſaule. And that na 


„ barbour, maſter, nor ſervant within this burgh, haunt, 


- * aſe, nor exerce this craft of ſurregiarie without he 


e expert, and knaw perfittlie the things above 


Item, That na maſter of the ſaid Sraft ſhall 
take ane apprentice or ſervant man in tyme coming till 


= writin. 
1 


© uſe the ſurregiane craft, Without he can Parr read: and | 


"OM wr ye.” | 
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the dioceſe or his Vicar General, either of them 


calling to him ſuch expert perſons in the faid 


faculty, as their diſcretion ſhould think convenient. | 
The reaſon: for including Surgeons in this act, was 
probably not merely the limited juriſdiction of the 


Barbers Company, but becauſe Surgery was now 


; | 


become a more reſpeRable profeſſion, and was 


thought to require the ſuperviſal of abler men. 


\ 
\ 


| The prudent reign of Henry VII. had produced 


55 a conſiderable alteration in the ſtate of England, by 
Increaſing the population and independence of the 
towns; and of courſe the number of artiſans in each. 


In this reign alſo the Venereal diſeaſe firſt made 


its appearance, and produced the moſt dreadful 


ſymptoms. The neceſſity for Surgeons therefore 


Increaſed, and a few aroſe who confined themſelves 
entirely to that profeſſion, having no conneQtion 


whatever with the Barbers. It i is ſaid however that 


; When the at of 3 Hen. VIII. was paſſed, there 
SO were but ten of this deſcription in the City of 


London“; and it is certain there were not more 


than twelve two years afterward; for by 5 Hen. 
VIII. c. vi. it is enafted, that the Surgeons, 1o long 
as there ſhould be no more than twelve of them 


within the City of London, ſhould be exempted 
from bearing of 300 and * 3850 on n watches 3 
and 


* Vid. Preſent State of 9 in a letter to Mr. 
One Bernard, 1 T. D —Lond. 1703- | 


OB EE [tens A 


= |: 


clauſe, e OE Mo FEEL 1 
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 Meanvbile ee eee BE: 1 1 bes | 
came into general uſe The Barbers of courſe _ 
- multiplied, and became a more promiſcuous claſs of 
men, many-of whom could neither write nor read. 
Surgery on the other hand, was increaſing in credit, 
and was publicly taught in ſeveral parts of Italy and 
France with ability and ſucceſs. The art of printing 
which was now well known, had been the means 
of multiplying copies of the moſt reputed writings, 
of diffuſing the obſervations they contained, and 
\ facilitating the attainment of knowledge. The uſe 


of ſmall fire arms, which began about this period to be 
employed in battle, opened a new field for Practical 
Surgery, and greatly increaſed the number of re- 


gular Surgeons toward the latter end of this reign. _ 
An opportunity ſeems therefore to have been af- _ 


" inde of placing this branch of Medicine on a juſt 


and reſpeQable footing: But, unluckily, its true 
character was not yet fully underſtood, either by 0 


its proefiors or the public. 


Wd A fad 1 ins act was therefore - 
paſſed“, which inſtead of keeping the Surgeons 
Cho had formed themſelves into a Society) ſeparate _ 


* 32 Hen. VIII, e. m. 


( 29 * „ 
"aint inqueſts. By the ſame aft, the like exetuptions 7 
were granted to the ö in a e : 
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and diſtin from the Barbers, united the companies, 


though it ſeparated their profeſſions. It firſt of all 


ſets forth, that it was neceſſary for theſe companies 


to be united, and made one body incorporate, 
&« to the end THAT BY THEIR UNION AND OFTEN 


ASSEMBLY TOGETHER, the good and due order, exer- 


ciſe, and knowledge of the faid Science or Faculty of 


Surgery, SHOULD BE, AS WELL IN SPECULATION 


+ AS IN PRACTICE, more perfect than it hath been ;" 


and then proceeds in the third clauſe to enakt, 


e nat NO BARBER SHALL OCCUPY ANY THING 
BELONGING To SURGERY, drawing of teeth only 


excepted :” So that thoſe who did practiſe Surgery, 
vere often to meet and aſſemble with thoſe who did 
not, 10 BE IMPROVED BOTH IN SPECULATION 
AND PRACTICE.” 


This at however allowed the company. thus 


incorporated to take yearly four bodies of perſons 
put to death for felony, for the purpoſe of dil. | 
ſeflion. It continued the appointment of four 


Governors, two of whom were to be Surgeons, and ; 
two Barbers, and extended their juriſdiction to 


one mile round London. 


The Surgeons were thus ſettled with an incum- 


brance which laſted them for more than two 


hundred years, and kept them in a ſtate of in- 
feriority, as impolitic, as It was ridiculous, 


Phyſic 


1 


| S Phyſic was more fortunate. The juſtly cele- 


brated Linacre had ſupplied in Italy, thoſe defeQs 


in medical education which were ſo flagrant in our 


own Univerſities; and being, on his return, ap- 


pointed Phyſician to Henry VII. and retaining alſo 


the confidence of Henry VIII. was highly inſtru- 
mental in obtaining the Charter of September 23, 
1518, by which the College of Phyſicians was eſta- 

bliſhed, and which was confirmed by att of Parlia- 


ment in 1322. From this period medicine_began 


to emerge from empiriciſm and negleR, and to 


aſſume its proper character. Its profeſſors obtained 


a ſuitable rank, and gained a juſt and honourable 
diſtinction by paſſing through a fit teſt of their 
talents and learning, and thus being aſſociated with _ 
a body of men, who have long maintained an ample , 201 


Claim to the public 8 85 and confidence. 


Liberal endowments were EY to ſupport this new 


inſtitution; and, through the exertions of Linacre, 
arrangements were adopted in the Univerſities of 


Oxford and Cambridge for a more extenſive and 


adequate plan of medical education. Theſe arrange 
ments ſucceeded ſo well, that in the year 1674, 
King Charles II. thought it right to ſend an order 
to the College, deſiring them to admit no perſon 
as a fellow, who had not graduated in one of thoſe _ 
Univerſities: a meaſure, which, at an earlier period, 


would have been W improper®, 5 


* MS. Sloan, 3299—44- : gi 
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Had Surgery been equally fortunate, it ike 
made equal progreſs : But many circumſtances 
concurred to keep it back. Not only the means of 
advancing it were ill underſtood*, but its true nature 

Vas miſconceived; and a narrow, illiberal ſpirit of Y 
animoſity and jealouſy, aroſe between the Phyſi- 
cdians and Surgeons, which hurt both themſelves, 
and che Scbenet they proſeſſed. 

However ſome exertions were made. The-reign 

of Elizabeth, which commenced in 1558, was 
| ſplendid, active, and favourable to learning in 
general. Conſiderable additions had then been 
made to the ſtock of anatomical knowledge by 
Veſali 18, Fallopius, and others. The art of engrav- 
ing enabled them to diſſeminate their diſcoyeries ; 
and we have ſeveral Chirurgical treatiſes, publiſhed 
in London between the years 1570 and 1590, 
Which at leaſt deſerve the praiſe of diligent com- 
Þ | pilation. Rude and uncouth as the writings of 
i SGlaale and Baneſter now appear, yet when compared 
© with the fragments which are left by writers half a 
century earlier t, they ſhow an evident advancement 
in the ſcience, and give no mean idea of the talents, 
or induſtry of their authors, 


The 
In the year 5666; a bye-law was made by the united 


Company, *that no private anatomy ſhould be diffetted 
out of the hall, under the penalty of ten pounds.” 


+ Moſt of theſe are copies of John of Ardern, with a 
few extracts from foreign writers, and lome receipts of 
' their own n noſtrums. | 


* 


% 


(8) 


The Pran Sirgery, which had for ſome time 
EY paſt lain neglected, now revived under the Jufitly 
celebrated Ambroſe Pare. This great man was 


originally one of the Barber-Surgeons in Paris“, 
but was raiſed by his ſuperior talents and diligence, 


to the moſt diſtinguiſhed eminence of any Surgeon 
E at that time in Europe. His -writings are ſtill 
valued. - To ſhow the eſtimation in which he was 


held, it will be ſufficient to obſerve, that when the 


1 oody maſſacre of the F rench proteſtants (of whom 


be was one) commonly called the Bartholomew 


Maſſacre, was on the point of being perpetrated, 
tbe king (Charles IX. ) ſent for him over night into . 
his wardrobe, and made him ſtay there in ſafety 
(without even preſſing him to change his religion) 


till the ſavage emiſſaries of that ne Piet 


* — their orders T. 


r . ; . 
. 4 . . * 
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Scotlaid alſo had the honour of producing a 
Surgeon of no mean account in the perſon of Peter 


Lowe, who was appointed by James VI. (our James 


I.) to examine and licenſe all Surgeons practiſing 
in the weſtern parts of that country, This mon- 
arch confirmed, in the year 1613, the charters, 
Kc. which had been hitherto iſſued in favour of the 


Barbers and Surgeons of — 


* 5 


* ie 


* lhe P 877. . | 
II Mem. de Brantome, tom, IV. Ls 8, 8 


— 


3 


tions were frequently commenced by the College of 

Phyſicians againſt members of the Surgeons Com- 

pany for practiſing phyſic; which they were con- 

| Lidered as doing, whenever they preſcribed internal 

: medicines, even in Chirurgical caſes. According 

"Wh the doftrine then maintained, if a man had but a 
boil on his noſe, he muſt have a Surgeon to apply a 


ever, it mult be mentioned that the College were au- 


Ledture had been founded there by Lord Lumley 
and Dr. Caldwall about the year 1582, which had 
been of great public utility® ; while Surgery was 


| Company at that time, either as individuals or 


for a long time after, were very inattentive 

to that true foundation of good Surgical Prac- 

| tice, a knowledge of the theory of medicine: 
And this negleQt led them to admit ſeveral, perhaps 


ignorant in this reſpe&, and- who were _ merely 
acquainted with the general anatomy of the 


diſcovery of the circulation. Vid. Goodall's Epiſtle 


Col! ege edition of his works, 


it 34 D | 
- ads: the reign If Queen Elizabeth, Wen. 


plaiſter, a Phyſician to order him a purge, and an 
Apothecary to put it up greatly to the relief of his 
pocket, and the good order of the profeſſion. How- 


thoriſed by law to pradtiſe Surgery; and a Surgical 


very imperfetily taught by the members of the 


as 'a body. The Surgeons not only then, but 


many, into their number, who vere extremely 


body, 


It was at this lecture Harvey firſt made public his 


Dedicatory. Alſo the Life of . prefixed to the 


1 5 1 


"Welw: and the mechanical performance. c of 4. 
3 a2 were then 2 18 rule. 


Olf late, and 1 Gs diftingion between whe. 

geons and Phylicians has been taken, as it cer- 
_  tainly ought to be, rather from the diſeaſes theß 
treat, than from the part eabh of them take 


in the treatment, this oppoſition has been gra- 


dually wearing away, and is not likely to be re- 


vived : But at that time it grew to a very ſerious 


height. The College ſent a letter to the 1 5 
| Company, on the 12th of November, 1595*, 


avowing their intention to proceed againſt all of 
them who ſhould offend in this matter. They 


accordingly commenced a proceſs ſhortly after 


againſt one Jenkins, which was left to the deciſion 
of Sir John Popham, then Lord Chief Juſtice, | 
who determined it April 8, 1603, in favour of the 
College; declaring it as his opinion, « that no Sur- 
e geon, as @ Surgeon, might praftiſe Phyſic ; no, not 
for any diſeaſe, though it were the great pox,” And 
further, „That the Lord Chief Juſtice cculd not 
* bail, or deliver the College priſoner, but was 
8 obliged by law to · deliver him up to the College 
* Cenſure.“ For this deciſion his Lordſhip received 
a very flattering letter of thanks from the College. 


* Goodall, p. 340. 
f Alſton, p. 115: Goodall p. 344+ 
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1 was now 1 high ume for the Su company 


10 look about them; for whatever Jenkins might 


'be, and it is very clear what he was, this de- 


Ciſion went againſt the members of the Company at 


large, and degraded them into the ſervility of the 


moſt dependent hirelings. But King James ſhortly 


after coming to the throne of England, they 


5 applied for a new Charter, and obtained it on e 
N of Fe. ne 


— + , * 


This d the examination of all whin ſhould 
praQiſe Surgery within three miles of London to 


the Maſter and two of the afliſtants, being Sur- 
geons, and admitted all who were approved by 
them, 5 ad exercicium, uſum, et practicam miſtera froc - 


artis predifle, omnibus neceſſariis et ſalubribus vis 


et modis convenientibus, TAM-INTERNIS QUAM EX- | 


TENNIS MEDICINIS artem five miſteriam Chirurgi- 
cam concernentibus, ſecundum erßerienciam, cognt- 
| ces. et 4 ſciencram: ee Kc. | 


" this 8 the Count of Aſſiſtants Was «firſt : 


T appointed. They were to be twenty-ſix in number, 
and to hold their office for life, unleſs ſome rea- 

ſonable ground ſhould occur for their removal. 
It was not however determined that any fixed 


number of the Court of Aſſiſtants ſhould be Sur- 


geons, and therefore the Maſters were directed, 
every year, before the expiration of their office, to 
2 Choo twelve perſons out of the aſſiſtants and com- 


monalty 


_ - — f - , 77 9 — 
5 * N ; _, 4 \ . 
; > Oy * 
8 yu "= \ 
4 N U * % 


monalty, fix of alin were to be Surgeons; tak 


fix Barbers; which twelve were to chooſe che four 
new maſters for the enſuing year, out of the Court 
of Aſſiſtants. A clauſe was alſo inſerted, pro- 


hibiting any perſon who was not a Surgeon and a 
member of the Company, from intermeddling with 
the diſſection or embalming of _ dead 1 0 
| within the Juriſdition now allowed. 


0 1 this | 8 the College of Phy be became 


leſs troubleſome; though under the pretext that — 


the charter had . been confirmed by Parliament, 
they fined ſome members of the company for bad 


b  praflice. | And it is ſufficiently evident that the 


| "oY of | thoſe * whom they did fine Was, bad 
enough. | 


7: Thi Cs was once more renewed by King 
Charles I. in the year 1629, who extended the 


juriſdiction to ſeven miles round London, and made 
the following alterations in the conſtitution of the 
5 company. 


Ten ee elected by and out of the Court 
ol Aſſiſtants were to continue in that office for life, 

unleſs ſome reaſonable cauſe could be aſſigned for 
their removal The Examiners were to be ſtill 


conſidered as a part of the Court of Aſſiſtants 


notwithſtanding their election to that office The 
e of Aſſiſtants were to elett perſons out of 
; . their 
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It was now 0 time for the Surgeons Company 


to look about them; for whatever Jenkins might 


'be, and it is very clear what he was, this de- 


ciſion went againſt the members of the Company at 
large, and degraded them into the ſervility of the 


moſt dependent hirelings. But King James ſhortly 5 
after coming to the throne of England, they 


applied for a new Charter, and obtained it on the 
18 of January. 1604. 


F 


This —— Is examination of all hi mould : 


orabiiſe Surgery within three miles of London to 
the Maſter and two of the aſſiſtants, being Sur- 
geons, and admitted all who were approved by 
them, * ad exercicium, uſum, et pratbicam miſtere froc - 
artis prædiclæ, omnibus neceſſariis et ſalubribus viis 
cet modis convenientibus, TAM INTERNIS QUAM Ex- 
'TERNIS MEDICI NIS artem ſive miſteriam Chirurgi- 


cam concernentibus, ſecundum experienciam, uw 


cionem, et {mom corundem," Ke. 


1 this Nr the 3 of Aſfiſtants was ; firſt 5 


5 appointed, They were to be twenty-ſix in number, 


and to hold their office for life, unleſs ſome rea- 


- ſonable ground ſhould occur for their removal. 
It was not however determined that any fixed 
number of the Court of Aſſiſtants ſhould be Sur- 


geons, and therefore the Maſters were directed, 


every year, before the expiration of their office, to 
chat twelve perſons out of the aſſiſtants and com- 


monalty 


8 * 5 1 ( 37 ) 
% - : « 4 _ f 9 


monalty, fix of whom were to be Surgeons, and 


fix Barbers; which twelve were to chooſe the four 


new maſters for the enſuing year, out Es Gone 
of Aſſiſtants. A clauſe was alſo inſerted, pro- 


- hibiting any perſon who was not a Surgeon and a 


member of the Company, from intermeddling with 


the diſſection or  embalming of 955 dead Py 


within the juriſdiion x now allowed. 


5 Fiona ing | the Collage of Phyſicians became 
leſs troubleſome; though under the pretext that 
the charter had not been confirmed by Parliament, 
they fined ſome members of the company for bad 
practice. And it is ſufficiently evident that the 
1 of thoſe WROM * did fine was ted 


enough. 


The cunts was once more renewed by King 
Charles I. in the year 1629, who extended the 


juriſdiction to ſeven miles round London, and made 


the following alterations in the conſtitution of the 
Oy | 


1 5 Ten Examiners elected 5 3 out of the Can 
| of Aſſiſtants were to continue in that office for life, 


_ unleſs ſome reaſonable cauſe could be aſſigned for 


their removal The Examiners were to be ſtill 
conſidered as a part of the Court of Aſſiſtants 


notwithſtanding their election to that office The 


Court of Aſliſtants were to elett perſons out of _ 
. 7 their: 
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ny 4 own number (being Surgeons) to ſupply 


racancics in the Court of Examiners, and perſons 


out of the company at gy to ſupply vacancies in 
their on. | 


W.. 
tf 


WM Al Gade for admiſſion into the Company 
vere to be examined in the preſence of two of the 
Maſters, and four Examiners; and all Navy 
Surgeons, their Mates, their inſtruments and medi- 


cifſe cheſts were to be examined by the maſters. 


It was enjoined that all members of ; e com 
pany, vho might happen to be called to a perſon 


wounded, ſo as to be in danger of loſing his 
life or a limb, ſhould” conſult one or both of the 


two maſters for the time being, who were Surgeons, 


reſpecting the eaſe, within twenty hours, on _ 


of b der my ſhillings. | 


9 


Every apprentice was to be preſented at a Court 


Held in the common hall before one maſter at leaſt; 
to be bound for no ſhorter a term then ſeven years; 
not to be decrepid or deformed, or have any 


corrupt or peſtilential diſeaſe, but to be ſound i in 


| body and limbs. If he was apprenticed to a Sur- 
geon- he was to underſtand and read the Latin 


language; and all this under a 2 of twenty ; 
7 +1724 


* 
> 


A: 


CH OR oa Ee  FI08 


"the F | | | 5 ; 
#7 gs | ; . | 
( 39 ) 65 „ 
; f 5 * 


ee Letture in Surgery was alſo permitted wu : 
= read once a week, or — at the — 95 — 4 
b of the maſter and afliſtants, > 


| ReſpeQting every oa admitted. to prafliſe 
Surgery it is ſaid in the charter, © plenam poteſtatem 
el authoritatem de cetero in perpetuum habeat et habebit, 
acer, præparare, componere, applicare, ADMINI- 
STRARE, & ui, OMNIBUS ET SINGUL18 emplaſtris 
85 unguentis, COMPOSICION IBUS, PHARMASIS, ET 
 ALIIS MEDICAMENTIS, ad artem Chirurgicam ſpec- 
tantibus, que per tales homines aut eorum aliquos tam 
experios approbatos et admiſſos, ante hc tempora 
habitis, uſis, ſeu frequentatis, aut que per eos five 
| fucceſſores ſuos, aut eorum aliquem in boſterum exiſti- 
mabunt idonea, ſana, et convenientia pro meliori et 
cerciori recuperacione ſanitatis paciencium ſuorum in 
caſibus Chirurgiæ; videlicet, in curacione Vulnerum, 
. Ulcerum, Fracturarum, Di/locacionum, Tumorum 
Prater et contra naturam, et aliarum externarum in- 
5 * prout ibs melius fore videpitur PO 
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A few years beſone is 8 was given, * 
immortal Harvey had publiſhed his diſcovery of 
the Circulation, and thus began that important 
revolution which has ſince taken place both in the 
Theory and prattice of Medicine: But as — 
change was only to be brought about by a careful 
induction and arrangement of many particulars, and 
A ſeries of obſervations entirely new, it was not 
very 


5 
* 
3. 


(@Y ed age | 


very TY in its advances. Only a ſmall progreſs 


was therefore made in Chirurgical knowledge for 


the following fifty years; when Mr. Richard Wiſe⸗ 
man, Serjeant Surgeon to King Charles II. pub- 
liſhed his eight CN and firſt "ve lulre to 


EDT. in 3 


wy By 8 a Ap of events had taken place, 


which greatly favoured the ſucceſs of his exertions. 
Europe had aſſumed a new character: Science was 
riſing with reſiſtleſs ſplendor to diſſipate the clouds 


which had ſo long obſcured her; and medicine, 


before a rude and almoſt pathleſs deſert, began to 
Vear the appearance of cultivation, and t to invite, 
7 nay to command, „ 


- The? writings of Lord Bacon had” not only been 


the means of advancing Science in general, by 


exploding the hypothetical ſyſtems received in his 


time, but had been peculiarly beneficial to medicine. 
With great accuracy and diſcernment he pointed 


out its defects, and ſhowed the neceſſity of obſerving 8 


bis own rules in all future attempts to improve it. 


His obſervations on this ſubject“ deſerve che re- 


5 9 88985 POUR! of very ſtudent, 


Taught by the FPS: of ſo great a aſter, 
| Sydenham Pn: bimſelf to ide obſervation of 
wn morbid 


De Augment. Scient. Lib. IV. cu 5 


— 
: \ 


„„ 0 
| Morbid phapomena, which. he delincned with un⸗ 
common exaftneſs, and careful attention to ſur- 
. circumſtances. Others followed the ſame 
example, and much light was thrown on the nature 

and cure of Internal Afeaſes. 
_ Anatomy We. was now in a + ſtate of <ul 
ova eſpecially on ſeveral parts of the continent. 
The dodtrine of the circulation was univerſally 
received; and the art of injeQing the blood-veſſels 
Vith coloured fluids, invented by De Graaf, and 
improyed by Swammerdam and Ruyſch, enabled 
Anatomiſts not only better to diſſect the different 
1 a the ods but alſo to demonſtrate their. 


hw to 1. ee with eminent 5 
Chemiſtry had furniſhed many active and ſucceſsful 
remedies, both for external and internal uſe; and 
vas faſt emerging from the myſtery, and jargon in 

- which it had been ſo induſtriouſſy obſcured. Lite- 
+ _- . rary Societies were inſtituted in various parts of 

Europe. The genius of Newton was beginning to 

unfold; and the mechanical arts had made a rapid. 
5 e V 


: But 5 more e immediately conan to o the 
improvement, of Surgery about this period, was an 
_ alteration, which was made by Louis XIV. in the 

| principal eſtabliſhment for teaching! it in F rance; 
1 W Ger, both good, and bad, have always had 
= WI. G 0 remarkable 


_ 
* 


4 y 


; E a ide influence over this Sithy, R 
courſe of Chirurgical Lectures had been inſtituted 


: 8 in the Jardin Royal at Paris in the year 1635, but 


it was ordained that the Lecturer ſhould always be 
a Phyſician, and a member of the Faculty of Me- 


dicine in that Univerſity. This abſurd regulation 


continued till the year 1671, when his Majefty very 
judiciouſly determined, that in future, the Lectures 
on Surgery and Anatomy ſhould be read by a Sur-, 
geon; and ſhortly after gave orders that bodies for 
diſſſection and the neceſſary demonſtrations, ſhould | 
be freely ſupplied. Dionis was firſt appointed to 
this office, and the ſuperior ability with which he 
filled it, N 1 the . of the 
| alteration®, 


The abſurdity of are Surgery taught "y one 

ſet of men, while it is wholly practiſed by another, 
ſeems almoſt too groſs to need pointing out. Such 

a plan was ſcarcely ever thought of in any other pro- 
feſſion; and it is, at firſt view, rather 9 
A it ane ever have been e in * 


: The fe i is, that when Cardinal Etouteville = 
the year 1452, aboliſhed the law which obliged the 

| Phyſicians to celibacy, many of them, thinking 

| there was more comfort to be found in a wife, 
without a benefice, than could be W in a 

I; ! | benefice 


£ * Hiſt, de Acad. R. de Chirurgie, p. 1 et ſeg. 


ky 


- 


e 


beneſice without a wife, abandoned the prieſthood, * 
and were then permitted, of courſe, to viſit their 


patients themſelves at their own houſes. _ They nuw 


became jealous of the influence of the Surgeons, 
to whom they were before ſo much indebted ; and 


tried all the arts and manceuvres that monkiſh craft 


could deviſe, to oppreſs and degrade them“. © Vio- 
lent diſputes: therefore frequently aroſe between 


them, and the Phyſicians being members of the 
_ Univerſity, and therefore under clerical protection, 


generally prevailed. The Surgeons, very unwiſely, 
Inſtead of endeavouring to act wholly independent 
of them and the Univerſity too, were always trying 


to. puſh themſelves into the latter, under the de- 


oo © nen 


ſpiſing and perſecuting them. They appealed to 


their honour, their good ſer.ſe, and fo on; but as 


| they could not appeal to their intereſt, they gene- 
rally fruſtrated their own intentions; and only gained 


the honour of being acknowledged as the ſcholars 


and pupils of the Univerſity, and being admitted to 


receive apoſtolical benediction from the ſame lips 


as their High Mightineſſes the Doctors. But they 
vere not allowed to graduate there for a very con- 
V E ie 


In order to this they patroniſed the Barbers ſo far as 


to read their Lectures on Anatomy, and explain the 


Surgical Writers to them in the vernacular language; 


contrary to the univerſal practice of every School of 


| wh 10 at that time in Europe. At another they tried to 
make the Bagnio-keepers ſupplant the Surgeons. 


— — 


vs 


WWW "71 44 J ES 1 185 
ſiderable time E the firſt reaſon for prohibiting | 
them was, in fact, done away; The Phyſicians 
therefore having the nominal ſuperiority of rank, 
were always pretending to be the only good and 
fit teachers of Surgery, and treated the Surgeons as 
| their mere creatures and N 


It was impoſſible that 3 | 3 proſper 
much while this was the caſe. It was therefore 
highly proper ſome alteration ſhould be made f. 
At length it was made, as has juſt been deſcribed; 
| a | „„ neat 


* 80 proud were the Surgeons of being conſidered even 
the Scholars of the Univerſity that When charged by the 
Regent with having denied their relation to it, Philip 
Roger their repreſentative ſaid, ſo far from having done 
ſo, % aviezmes ſonge le dire, NOUS nous irions cou- 
1 cher pour le * Bulzi Hiſt. Univ, TMs tom. 
* . . 


+ 1 On devoit prẽ voir les FP de la divigon de 
la Theoriẽ d'avec l' Art d'opèrer. Fallope, et Marc Auréle 
Severin, en Italie, s'étoient deja plaints amerement de 
Textinction de la race Hippocratique ; c eſt ainſi qu'ils 

 *appelioient les grands Maitres de notre art, a qui la 
ſcience de Veconomie animale et des deſordres qui 
peuvent en troubler les fonctions, donnoit des principes 
{ur l'adminiſtration des differens moyens de remedier a 
ces dèrangemens. [ls ſcavoient appliquer avec dexterite | 
les ſecours de la main dans les cas ou ils les jugeoient 
convenables: mas 21s n'empruntoient pas les lumieres 
d autrui pour diſcerner cette neceſſite ; ils le dirigeoient 
par celles qui ſont le fruit de Vetude et de Vexperience 
Teunies. QUELLE HABILETE POURROIENT AVOIR 
DANS LA PRATIQUE D'UN ART, CEUX QUI FONT . 
PROFESSION DE NE LE POINT EXERCER?' : 
«Hiſt de VAcad, R. de e *, Its | 


( 45.) 


and from that period. Surgery rapidly improved, 
and enabled its rs: to — RTE: to m7 


= — 


The wars | which. deluged, 0 ab con 
tinent with blood, during the ambitious reign of 
Louis XIV. made Surgery of greater importance 
to the public than ever. The increaſe of anato- 
mical knowledge rendered its operations more ſure, 
more exatt, and more ſucceſsful. It roſe, as it de- 
ſerved, in general eſteem; and as Paris was. con- 
ſidered the principal ſource of thoſe improve- 
ments which were every where viſible, and every 
where beneficial ; the' demonſtrations in the Jardin 
Royal were crouded with pupils from all parts of 
Europe; and in the year 1724, five public profeſſors 
of the Theory and Practice of e were 01 7 
e, 


9 1 no countries were the improvements alluded 
to (which it would require an ample volume to 
detail) more noticed and encouraged, than in Ger- 
many and Holland, where diſtin& profeſſorſhips 


were appointed in the Univerſities, to teach this 


moſt ancient and uſeful branch of the healing art. 
The ardour and ſucceſs with which anatomy was 
cultivated in the Dutch Provinces, together with 
the diſtinguiſhed eminence of their engravers, en- 
abled them in particular to avail themſelves of the 
diſcoyeries which were made, and to. diffuſe much 
| _ uſeful 


6 


; vfefut and e imformation. About this 
period alſo, the celebrated Heiſter, who was Pro- 
feſſor of Surgery, firſt in the Univerſity of Altorf, | 
and afterwards in that of Helmſtadt, rendered an 
important ſervice to his brethren and to mankind, 
by publiſhing his ſyſtem of Surgery. In compiling 
this able work, he carefully colledted and ar- 
ranged the obſervations of others, in his own and 
former times; and added to them whatever an 
excellent underſtanding, and a large field of ex- 
perience, had ſuggeſted to himſelf. 


The part which England had borne in the troubles 
of the continent, and the diſturbed ſtate of her 
ovyn internal affairs, produced too much occaſion 
for the more frequent employment of Surgeons in 
this country: Their number therefore was increaſed, 
and a few attained to conſiderable eminence, among 
whom Mr. Cheſelden deſerves principally to be 
mentioned. To him we are indebted for a con- 
 fiderable1 improvement in ſeveral capital operations; 
and for inſtructing our inſtrument makers in an 
art, which has now attained to great perfection; the 
moſt important inſtruments being TODO from : 
Fi rance before his time. 5 


/ 


5 Sul however many circumſtances exiſted which 


rendered it almoſt impoſſible for the Surgeons in | 


England to keep pace with their brethren in France. 
There were at that time” but two hoſpitals i in Lon- 
| don 


bers were amenable to the power of the Spiritual 


TT" 


done for che ſick and lame; and the Sue er | 
theſe entirely refuſed to allow the education of 
Pupils in one, and would but admit nine at a time 
inthe other. The rulers of the united company, a 
majority of them being Barbers, ſtrenuouſſy main- 
tained the bye-lawt which ſubjected every member 
who difleQeda body out of the hall, without their 
 Permilfion, to a penalty of ten pounds; and rigour- 
duſly proſecuted all who diſobeyed i it. The mem- 


Courts; they were liable to many heavy charges, 
often amounting to more than an hundred pounds, 
before they had ſerved all the offices of the com- 
pany .; the privileges they enjoyed depending 
principally on charters which had not yet been 
Tatified by Parliament, were often called in queſ- 
5 tion, and found inſufficient to ſcreen them from 
| ſeveral troubleſome and expenſive offices in Weſt⸗ 
| minſter hallh; and, added to all this, the Phyſicians 

and 9 were perpetually quarrelling, about 
OE the 


* St. Bertie 8 and St; Thomas $ ey s was 
: founded in the year 1722,——St. George's about 179g. 
The London hogs tra in N the e 


ta 1755. 
= Vid. page 392. 


1 + Almoſt all of theſe were aboliſhed when the com- 
= panics leparated, E | | 


8 Gataker's Li 38 p. 470,—Arnaud, Mem, te ha 
cure p- 821. e 
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the right of the latter to adminiſter internal remedies 
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LA vaſt number of pamphlets were publiſhed; in this 
_ diſpute, which had found its way into Scotland, and 
occaſioned the following clauſes to be inferted in the 
Charter granted by William and Mary to the Surgeons 
there, July 17,. 1895. VVV 


- * Atque ſimiliter, quum in memoriam revocamus in 
literis 11118 patentibus, a ſereniſſimo Rege Carolo Secundo, 

beatiſſimæ memoriæ, conceſſis, quibus Medici Edinbur- 
genſes in Collegium eriguntur, Chirurgorum et Chirurgo- 


* 1 1 * — 2 
-- cy — 893343 — —äkͤ od — 
* 
- 


| frum- Pharmacopæorum Edinburgenſium privilegia ſarta et 
„ _ refta ſeu integra, et indemnia Chirurgis ibidem reſervantur 
"= et præſtantur; atque cautum eſt, et declaratum, quod non 


obſtantibus prædictis literis patentibus, prædictos Chi- 
rurgos et Chirurgos-Pharmacopzos - ſolos et omnino 
poteſtatem Edinburgi habere curandi ommum vulnerum 
genera, colliſiones oſſium, fraturas et diſlocationes, 
contuſtones, tumores, ulcera et femiliag, ET OMNIA 
-ACCIDENTIA AB ILLIS ORTA, guæ ſolius Chirurgie 
operationum ſunt ſubiedla : at morbos omnes interna 
i originis medicis ſolis committendi ſunt (exceptis ut 
ſſupra excipitur.) JJV 


_* Atque ſi quæ inter Medicos et Chirurgos-Pharma- 
copæos lis aut controverſia de hiſce rebus oriatur; ratum 
i eſſe et judicatum volumus, prædidtum Medicorum Col- 
llegium nullum haberi poteſtatem erogandi mulctarum 
in Chirurgos aut Chirurgos-Pharmacopæos qui cives 
Edinburgenſes ſunt, ſine conſenſu pretetti vel prætoris 
alicujus ejus urbis; et in caſu abſentie vel detrectationis 
eorum, ad ſtatos noſtri Concilii Dominos appellationem 
utriuſque fieri volumus. e 1 


* ” o — N * 
— —— — gge 


S Noſque intelligentes prædictas literas patentes ita 
1 caute conceptas, in ſenſu et intentione ad effectum infra 
K mentionatum, itaque nos volumus et declaramus, ſcien- 
1 tiam illarum literarum patentium, in favorem quorundam 
i | 8 e Medicorum 


— 


e | 
None of theſe obſtacles now exiſted in France, 

" except the laſt; and that was daily diminiſhing. 
The abilities of Petit, Duverney, Garengeot, Fe- 
lix, Mery, Le Dran, and others, made their way 
through all oppoſition, and ſupported the pro- 
feſſion in its true character; and the intereſt of La 
Peyronie, Mareſchal, and La Martiniere, pro. 
cured it a liberal patronage from the throne, which 

at length iſſued in the eſtabliſhment of the Royal 
Academy of Surgery at Paris, by Louis XV. in 1731. 


The labours of this famous Society need no en- 
comium : They are before the public in five 
quarto volumes, replete with proofs of the ability 

ol their authors, 8 


Nevertheleſs much was left to be done; and it 
may be queſtioned whether the labours of Mr. Pott 
Oe er DE en 


7 
* 


— 


— 


Medicorum Edinburgenſium, conceptarum, curam morbo- 
rum omnium aborigine internorum, AD SOLOS MEDICOS 
, 'privatim pertinere ; at vero, morbos omnes et languores 
ab externa cauſa provententes, ET EORUM ACCIDEN- 
TIA, SIVE MEDICAMENTIS INTERNE MINISTRATIS 
SIVE EXTERNE APPLICATIS e SHONE 
efſe et verum Chyrurgorum operationum ſubjecta, et 
ad Chyrurgos, et Chyrurgos-Pharmacopzos, tanguam 
negotii ſui et artis PARTES NECESSARIAS ET N A- 
TRAIL. ES proprie pertinere. Et volumus et definimus 
hos veros, rectos et fixos, inter utramque artem futuros 
| cg limites; et ut omnes judices noſtri atque 
_ Tubditi, hæc in commodum Chyrurgorum et Chyrurgo- 
rum-Pharmacopzorum CUM OMNI FAVORE, TANs 
CSVAM ADMITTI POTEST interpretentur” —_— 
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a more perfe& change in the practice of Surgery 
here, than the united efforts of the French aca- 
demicians. 


- N 4 n N — 5 
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„ 
alone did not afterwards adde a more TY and 


Be this as it may—The inſtitution of this Aca- 


- demy was accompanied with ſeveral circumſtances, 
which very much favoured the execution of its 
bdriginal deſign. An edit was iſſued in the year 
1743, diſſolving the connection which had ſub- 
fiſted ever ſince 1655*, between the Surgeons of 


St. Coſine, and the Barber - Surgeons, and decreeing 


that the employment of the latter ſhould entirely 
cCeaſe with the lives of thoſe who then actually pro- 
feſſed it. It was further ordained that no perſon 
ſhould be admitted by the College of St.  Coſlme 
(which till retained the power of examining and 
| licenſing praQitioners) who had not en gra- 


duated a as Maſter of Arts. 


1 cannot quit this part of my ſabjeRt, hc 


noticing the wiſdom of the French Court, in keeping 
the civil capacity of the College of St. Cofme 
diſtinct from the, literary capacity of the Academy; 
although, when the definitive regulations of the 
latter were ſettled, all the members of the one 


were conſidered as nominal members of the other f. 
1 mention 


„ They were incorporated rogether at that period by 


| Louis XIV. 


+ Only ſeventy had any ſhare i in the management of 
the inſtitution. 


1 wention this is rather, becauſe it has deen con- | 
ſidered 3a capital defekt in the bill which has given 


occaſion to this pamphlet, that there was no pro- 


viſion contained in it, obliging the members of the 


company to aſſemble as a literary body, for the 


communication of their reſpeQive obſervations : 
For not to mention that there are already ſeveral 
Societies of Phyſicians and Surgeons formed for- 


this expreſs purpoſe ; the end to be anſwered by 


ſuch an aſſociation muſt be entirely diſtin& from 


that, on account of which the company is incor- 


porated. The Surgeons Company is primarily 
and eſſentially a civil inſtitution ; appointed to pro- 
tet the public from ignorant and unqualified prac- 


titioners; and therefore empowered to examine all 


who profeſs to be Surgeons, and to admit thoſe 
wbo are found of competent abilities to the enjoy 
ment of certain privileges, allowed them by the 

State, The other would be a private ſociety, poſ- 


ſeſſing no civil capacity, conftruQed on different prin- 


ciples, and requiring regulations of a very different 


ind. It might be eligible, for aught I know, that the 


formally 4 diſtinct.“ * 


9 


company ſhould contain both theſe inſtitutions 


within itſelf; but as they would by neceſſity of 
nature, be really different, they on to be 1 
i "oo e,, Þ 


® It would be a curious, and very uſeful undertakin 


to 1 the principles of organization in mall 


ſocieties: A ſubje& certainly worthy of enquiry; but 5 


| hitherto very little underſtood, or eyen conſidered. 


1 * 
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But. to return from this digreſſion. Surgery Was 


— NOW rapidly improving in England. Anatomy was 8 
taught in ſeveral parts of the City of London by 
profeſſors of conſiderable ability. Several new 


hoſpitals had been ereQted, and in all of them 


the education of pupils was admitted. The good 
effcRs of theſe charitable inſtitutions were every 
where viſible, by the ſtriking recoveries of patients 
who were ſent up to them from all parts of the | 
country, in caſes formerly conſidered as almoſt 
certainly fatal. The public mind was therefore 
diſpoſed to think favourably of an art, by the per- 
 feftion of which every one might look for relief, 
: under a large and Ong portion of the r 
common to humanity. : 


| Theſe 4 together with the rank the 


French Surgeons had. obtained, could not but in- 
creaſe the deſire of thoſe in London to break off 
| their conneQtion with the Barbers, which was now 
become more irkſome and: degrading than ever. 
The right to freedom of the city by birth* had 
introduced men of all employments into the com- 
pany not only Barbers, but Baie becker Dra· 5 

5 Pers Carpenters— : 


„Black Spirits = White, 
„Blue Spirits and Grey.“ 


Added 
This right belonged to the children . the Barbers : 


But the Surgeons were adanitted by examination only 


T 53 * 


0 to all bis, che b of Surgeons in the 
livery: was but one hundred and EO: while 
that of the Barbers was three times as * 


8 The inn was therefore Sn on. An 
application was made to Parliament in the eighteenth 
year of his late Majeſty King George II. (AD. 
1745) and an a& was paſſed, making them two 
diſtinct corporations, and confirming to the Sur- 
geons all the privileges allowed in the Royal 
Charters given to the united company, o far as ey 
related to Surgery uy GU IL WF as Foes ne nets 


a The Hall, and Au the property, . except the 
amount of two legacies for Anatomical Lectures, 
which will hereafter be noticed, were left in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Barbers, who would conſent to the 
1 ſeparation on no other terms. They even kept the 
anatomical preparations, and ſome excellent paint- 
ings of the muſcles, as proofs of the dignity of their 
origin. The former, I underſtand, are now dif- 
poſed of, or deſtroyed; and the theatre which 
contained them has been pulled down: ; The latter : 
| . ill remain. 


Tbe government of the en: Company, and 
the management of all their affairs. were veſted in 
x the Court of Aſſiſtants, Who were to be twenty- 
one in number, ten of whom were to be Examiners, 
and co to hold their Foe am offices for life. 
N 1 


— 


ä 4 — 3 mel 26 eo ä 9 2 
= _ n = » = 7 * 1 5 ITY * e 3 * 2 * . = — — * * : * 2 — — ==> 
2 4 - _ 2 — - —__ bio he 1 * rr — bye 2 2 5 1 0 . 1 — 2 = 
— 2 - . * - . w_ N 8 = — 5 25. 9 — 1 > T — - = . 
Tr Et 25 Gia pI — . Rey — — ——— 2 — — = — 
r re - r — « 2 - 
. . 1 0 
i 


E 54 ) ; 
They were to eleft members out of the company | 


at large to fill up vacancies in their own number; and ; 


perſons from among themſelves to fill vacancies in 


the Court of Examiners. They were alſo to chooſe 
annually one principal Maſter or Governor, and 


two other- Governors or Wardens; and nine mem- 
bers of the Court of Aſſiſtants, with two of the 
Governors, formed a quorum for the tranſation 


of buſineſs, 


One of the firſt things to ia the Court of 


5 Affitants applied themſelves after the paſſing of this 
| af, was the formation of new bye. laws; in doing 
which they paid an eſpecial regard to the relief of 


the younger members, by aboliſhing many ex- | 


penſive offices, and leſſening the admiſſion fees: 


So that the freedom of the company, with all its : 


privileges, was ſhortly to be obtained with leſs 


than one quarter of the expence it had formerly N 


coſt. No reſtraint was laid on any of the members 
to prohibit them from taking thoſe ſteps by which 
they could either gain or communicate information; 

and a general ſpirit of exertion preſently diffuſed 
itſelf, which ſoon enabled the Surgeons of London | 

to rival their brethren on the continent*, 1 5 


Thoſe who were appointed to attend this different 


hoſpitals which had been eſtabliſhed, not only , 
_ *_ attained from their ſituation a conſiderable degree 
of publicity, which is always a ſpur to active minds, 


but 


* Gataker, ut ſupra. 


A” 


1 


bur were put in poſſeſſion of an extenſive field of 
obſervation and experience. This enabled them 


to bring received opinions to the teſt on a large . 


| 1 {fale; to correct many errors which had long pre- 


vailed, and eſpecially to improve the method of 
operating, which had hitherto been very unſcientific, 


and encumbered wich aukward and unneceſſary 


| inſtruments. Among the names of thoſe to 
whom England is moſt indebted for a ſucceſsful 
application of their talents to this important ſervice, 
chat of Mr. Samuel Sharp, a pupil of Mr. Chefel- 
den, and formerly Surgeon to. Guy's Hoſpital, . 
dieſerves a diſtinguiſhed place. To y acute talents 
for obſervation, he joined the art of appreciating 
with accuracy and fairneſs the opinions of others; * 
and was the firſt Engliſhman who publiſhed a com- 
plete and methodical account of the We of : 
i N in its improved ae, 


Sk is the pain, 14 . he 1 attending 
ſome of theſe operations, that ability and preſence 
of mind to perform them well, is an acquiſition 
of great value; and was . ſo at that time, 
hen they were only beginning to be conducted 
on the true principles of ſcience, and to be 
directed by a knowledge of the ſtructure and 
ceconomy of the human frame. But this acqui- 
ſition, important and ſplendid as it may be, 
WM far from being all that i is neceſſary for a Sur- 
2 1. * 18 inveſtigate the nature of thoſe diſeaſes 
in which — are  neodful, and to diſtinguiſh *' 


them Ho 


CE 5 
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4 £ rom \'thoſe which are conquerable by an . 
gentle means; to aſcertain the moment when the 
knife ſhould be employed, and to determine under 7 
| what circumſtances, and with what medical treat- 
ment it may be uſed to the greateſt advantage; to 
know preciſely in what the operation itſelf ſhould 
conſiſt, what ſhould be attempted before it, and 
what ought to follow after; this is , anden * 
longeſt, and his bardeſt taſk. 

Toa animate. „ his 8 in i (hi important duty, 2 
and to ſet an example of it worthy their imitation, 
was the great and ſucceſsful endeavour of the late 
Mr. Pott. Born with a mind penetrating, ſtrong, and 
comprehenſive, conceiving in very early life a pre- 
dominant attachment to his profeſſion, ſparing no 
pains to become intimately acquainted with the prin- 
_ ciples on which it is built, and to avail himſelf of the 
__ obſervations, of thoſewho had ſtudied it before him ; 
| he was enabled to mark with preciſion what paſſed 
under his own eye, and to reaſon with accuracy 
from cauſe to effect: Hence his judgment became 
prompt, becauſe it was informed: and firm, becauſe 
it was Clear. EM ET: 


2405 Pai e "wh eminently fitted to im 
prove and to adorn the Science of Surgery. Not ; 
by the haſty ſpirit of a daring and conceited inno- 
vator; but by an habit of patient attention to the 
operations of nature, and a careful deduktion of 
8 | == hes 


RY 


n 


N ler laws froth lai This ſtamped intrinſic 
value on all his writings ; and enabled him to im 
troduce a more rational and ſuccefeful Tee in 
| e Uﬀciilt rad Sg + 


12 * 


or” 


Cotemporary with Mr. Pott were many in Eng- 
land, who have done honour to their profeſſion and 
to they country ; and the benefit of whoſe labours is 
ſtill deſcending to thouſands, that know little of the 

ſource from whence it is derived“. The names of 

Sir Cæſar Hawkins and Mr. Bromfeild are till in 

” remembrance, and will go down with honour to 
1 e | 


„L Anatomie que Pon &tudie dans quelque temps 
, avec tant de ſoin” (ſays M. de Fontenelle, among many 
other excellent remarks, in his preface on the Labours of 
the Academy vf Sciences) , * na pu devenir plus exacte, 
_ * ſans rendre la Chirurgie beaucoup plus ſüre dans ſes 
operations. Les Chirurg iens la fayent, mais ceux qui 
e pfrofitent de leur” art n'en ſavent rien. Et commentle 
* ſauroient-ils ? II faudroient qu'ils comparaſſent Ban- Ax q 
_ * cienne Chirurgie avec la moderne. Ce ſeroit une 
| * grande Etude, et qui ne leur convient pas. L'operation Aa 
* reaſh; cen eſt alles; il n 1mporte gueres de {avoir fi 
* dans une autre hecle elle auroit reuſh de meme | | 
WW public ne jouit du ſucces qu elle a eu, qu avectune 
1 r d E e he fe. 
RE. | Hloges des Acad. Tom. I. . 


+ To Sir Ceſar Hawkins we owe the invention of the 

un Gorget, by which the operation of Lithotomy 
has been rendered far leſs hazardous and painful; and at 
1 lame time nnch more 8 to bè perſormd. 
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It would be anjolk! in this ts to omit paying | 


= a tribute of reſpett to the extraordinary merit, and 


indefatigable exerlions, of the late Mr. Hunter. 
Not only have the diſcoveries made by his brother 


and himſelf in Anatomy and Phyſiology, thrown 


light on almoſt every part of the animal ceconomy ; 


but his careful inveſtigation of thoſe alterations in 
: ſtructure, which take place in parts under the in- 
fluence of diſeaſe, has been of eſſential advantage 
both to the — and pratice c of Surgery 


But while a few. names are maxtinond here (and 


a a few only can be mentioned in ſo ſhort a ſketch) 
let 'me not be thought inſenſible to the merits of 
others who are not particularly ſpecified. Many 
contributions have been made to the treaſury " 
|  Chirurgical knowledge, from many different quar- 
ters, or it had never contained that ample ſupply 
of relief which it now affords, “ Sacrum ſcientiæ 


« flumen,” lays an able and elegant writer“, © quod 


« nunc mirum et pene immenſum contemplamur 


& et veneramur, ex parvo et ignoto fonte deriva- 


c tum, labitur atque labetur per omne ævum: primd 
cc exiguus rivus, incrementis quæ plurima, quamvis 
„ lenta accipit, creſcit paulatim in ampliſſimum 
e amnem, confluentibus nimirum undique innumeris 5 

4 es quorum ſinguli cum tanta mole comparati, 


<6 al | 


* . conpes. Med, Theor, To om. 1. in ou; 
p- . . | 


an 


—— 
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1 A fere ad ejus magnitudinem er videntur; 

2 omnes vero, omnibus congeſtis aquis, flumen 

d tandem effiiciunt, quale jam ſpectamus, vaitum, 4 
* amœnum, felicia que præterfluit arva irrigans 

« Mon cundans. 7115 
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11 ſhould be eee that the benefit of 
thoſe improvements in Surgery which have been 
made in this country, are by no means conſined 
within our own borders. They have extended to 5 

ſoreign climes, and have attrafted pupils hither - , 
from all parts of Europe : : And what is of more 
importance for an Engliſh Legiſlature to conſider, 

is, that they have reached the fiſter kingdom, and 
all the immenſe colonies of this extenſive empire. In 
all of theſe: are to be found crouds of ſufferers, 

85 from the caſualties of life and the ravages of war, 

receiving ſolace, relief, and reſtoration, through 

the aſſiſtance of men, who owe their ability to im- 
part theſe. bleſſings, to the labours, the inſtruftions, 
and the example, of the Surgeons of London. 


Who would wa thought that Ein the 
center of this favoured kingdom, where NN 

has been cultivated with ſuch eminent advantage to 
mankind, ſhould have been marked out as the 
5 preciſe ſpot, where its aroma muſt bs we up to 
s N and derifion? 


Are the 1 the 1 the Lacs, of 


1 5 thoſe great and able men who have Juſt been enu- 
merated 


* * 
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0 hard to extend health and eaſe to the beds * 
1 aflliction, that after all, while their aſhes are yet 
ſcarce cold in their graves, the art they have 


7 60 * 
merated, ſo ſoon forgotten Hare a: toiled 


honoured, - enriched, and ennobled, ſhould be 


g treated with = where i it locked 18 ee Bee x 


But i it is ne cannot. be esch! it 
vin not be * : 1 FA & 


A1 is 3 of: remark that the ſocieties of "= 
geons in Edinburgh and Dublin have both been 


incorporated as Colleges without any heſitation; 


and that the latter in particular has received, (as 


it certainly well deferved to receive} a liberal ſupply 
of money from government to carry its puryolis 
into effect; while the ſociety in London, the parent 
of them both, and older by more than three cen- | 

. turies than the latter, has hitherto been confounded 
wich trading companies, and unable to confer any 


degree of rank on its members, beyond that of 
ordinary artiſans: And yet, without any aſſiſtance 
from government, nay chiefly by their exertions as 


| private individuals, they have wholly reformed the 
| prattice of Surgery, and have been the inſtruments HY 
of as great, if not greater benefit to the public, | 
than the members of * ſimilar e in 
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Their vaving been — over ſo Jong, « cannot 
de a reaſon why they ſhould ſtill be negledted. 


They hope they have deſerved the rank they ſolicit, 


before they they aſk for it; and do not requeſt it 


merely as an inducement to future exertions. It 
is of greateſt moment | however in this latter 


view“: For in order to keep up the vigour and 


perfection of any ſcience, it mult be permitted to 


hold out the uſual encouragements for men of 


talents and property to devote themſelves to it. 


Theſe encouragements are rank and fortune. The 


latter is given by the public, to ſuch as are honoured 
with its confidence; but the former can only be 
given by the higher orders of the A 1 OY. 


IP ye it to e. 
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* -This-- is not an aſſertion upon mere + as. 11 is 


decided by experience. The advancement of Surgery i in 
Scotland, ſince the foundation of the College in Edin 


| burgh i is well known, But there were many favourable 
circumſtances to concur with it. It is more ftriking in 
Dublin, where every thing was begun de novo, and 


Where, it appears to me, the form of the inſtitution is far 
more perfect.— — Since we have been formed into "op 
1e College ' (lays a Surgeon of the firſt rank and eminence 


in that city, in a letter to me lately) © our profeſſion has 


„improved moſt rapidly. PREVIOUS TO THE YEAR 
% 1780, it was not held in much eſtimation; nor, to ſpeak 
_ * truly and fairly, did it deſerve it; Now I may truly 

e venture to aſſert, that in every Franch of our projciion | 


A we are not inferior to our neighbours,” 


It further proof is waning. let any judicious and im- 
partial perſon read the Memoirs of the Royal Academy 
1 at Paris, and em decide * 1 Lb 


of Sur 
e this 4 of the argument, 
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The appeal from the members of a Naa 
profeſſion to the public for pecuniary recompenſe, 
can only be made by ſuch aQts as are the reſult of 
the learning and ability they poſſeſs ; and which, 
when they have been once performed, may often 
be imitated by others who are deſtitute of the 
primary qualifications. It is only a very ſmall 
part of the maſs of mankind who are able to look 

; <"_ the mere outward att; if that be performed, 
it is enough for them. 5 
. gains as much of their confidence as a 
man of ſound information; and an accidental cure 


ſtrikes their minds as forcibly, and often more fo, _ ; 


than ne conducted on the true principles of 
ſcier c2; even where . but the true principles Ta 
ol ſcience could avail. 


But the appeal wa a learned profeſſion to the 
Legiflature for ſuitable rank, goes on a very dif-. 
ferent principle. It is an appeal from men of 
learning, to men of learning—who need not to be in- 
formed by what preparatory exerciſes the mind is 
to be formed for the inveſtigation of a particular 
| ſcience; who know from experience the gradations 
of knowledge by which they have been qualified 
for their own high ſtation, and can judge of thoſe 
by which others muſt be fitted for a profeſſion 
_ equally difficult, though of leſs figure on the 
theatre. of the world. The public fee the motions ' 
of the We; but che Legiſlature will ſee the ſprings 
1 vhich 


Hence an ignorant empirie 


4 


ch move it, and the combination of powers 
which 3 their 


£ : |; % 


The ly Wen of | rank, whether civil or pro- 


feſſional, on the mind, is not to be diſputed. It has 
o | been ſaid, that yank and title are mere 
 NaMES= 
They may be miſapplied, or anworthily beſtowed— 
but they are good. in themſelves; and he is. an 
enemy to ſociety, whoſe weakneſs. or wickedneſs 
would e him to aboliſh them. 


—But they are the names of things. 


” Os 


But if the 8 of 16 are to be darts 


| this rank, already beſtowed on their junior bre- 
- thren; at leaſt let the vitality of their company, 
' which has not been loſt by miſconduQ, but by mis- 
fortune, or rather by the diſpoſals of Providence 
at leaft let this be reſtored them: Let not the 
7 public, in theſe days, when inſtruction waits in 
every ſtreet — let not the public be again expoſed to 


the unreſiſted inroads of ignorant and nee 
en 8 


The calamities Sch it is the allice of ale 


to relieve, are among the moſt painful and dif. 
treſſing to which human nature is liable. It includes 


the whole claſs of external diſeaſes, and all thoſe 


p effects ol internal ones, which require manual opera- 
. tion. And however loathſome or diſguſting ſome 
55 * theſe m appear, let it be remembered they 
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ure common to all anbin to the high, and ts ”" 


low; to the rich, and to the poor; to the feeble, 


the ſtrong, and the proud. The patronage of Sur- 
gery, therefore, is a common cauſe It is that i in 
which every individual is perſonally intereſted: 
For on its perfection or decay, the enjoyment, the 


a 1 
þ 
1 **, 


1 

I know very well thire is propenficy i in all men 
to aggrandize their own profeſſion—It is a na- 
tural infirmity. But this will ſurely be allowed that 
whatever can call into action the beſt and brighteſt 
faculties of the human mind, without debaſing its ; 


moral worth that profeſſion, be it whatever it may, 


demande the 28 and the e © of 228 


* 5 


Wbelher or not a will abide this teſt, i 
| needs 1 common ſenſe to determine. 2 


1. as bis juſt ha obſerved, 2 ke 


"he treatment of external diſeaſes, - and ſuch 


 effeAs of internal ones, as require manual opera- 
tion, it is ealy to perceive that it is built exactly on 


the ſame foundation, and requires the ſame degree 


of knowledge, as Phyſic; of which it is. unqueſtion- Z 


; ; ably the moſt ancient and effential part. Indeed 


they were always blended in the prattice of oſe 
famous men of old, ſeveral of whom were deified * 
and A" 7 a People, ignoranh © it is Rare of reli- 
gion) . 


* 


"t 0 
„ but very! wat benen with te 6 py 


n 


fade and imperfedt tate: Its ſphete was narrow, * 


its effetts were lefs evident. Now an important ern, 
ation has taken place, which has enlarged its ſphere, e 
8 and multiplied its effects, beyond all compariſon. 


It is therefore become neceffary that che two 
branches of it mould be e diſtinctiy in a 
Bs metropolis, where the profeſſors of each can be 
_ tally employed, and ſufficiently rewarded : And it 


is from the . of each at t both . have been 
e 


902 aff 75 . 127 
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vet at 1 are 1 e 7 in 3 a 
cannot be in theory. Here they are alike : oO. 
only differ ſomewhat | in > appearance and form ; 15 


| 4 1 non omnibus ung. 1 
Non diverfi temen, auen geber ene & fororun,” Wl 
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„ ED a th6orle commune. Les 3 ertemes qui | 

ont Pobjet de la Chirurgie, ſont eſſentiellement 
Ws L les memes que les | maladies internes qui font 

| „ objet de la Medicine : Elles ne different en 

1 85 « rien que par leur poſition. Ces objets ont la 

8 weme importance, ils preſentent les memes 

= * indications, et les memes . de curation, 1 18 5 
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. f = Fe 486 . Ia FOES ie h Medicine « et Pa a — 
_— Chirurgie ſoit le meme, . et quelle ne ſoit que by 

= "6 Taſſemblage de toutes les regles et de tous ee 
"i preceptes qui apprennent à guerir, il ne genſuit 5 
pas que le Medecin et le Chirurgien ſoient des . 
cc tres que l'on puiſſe, ou que Von doive confondre. . 
N Un homme qu'on ſuppoſera pourvũ de toutes 

40 les e thẽoriques generales, mais en . 
5 0 qui on ne ſuppoſera rien de plus, ne ſera 1 A 
** Chirurgien ni Medecin. Il faut pour former un 
„ »Medecin, outre Tacquiſition de la ſcience- qui 
(c apprend a guerir, -Vhabilets d appliquer les 
4c regles de cette ſcience aux maladies internes 
c De meme ſi on veut faire un Chirurgien, il faut = 
E quil acquierre Thabitude, la facilits, Vhabilets = 
3 d 8 ces ene, en aux nen ex: R 


1 3 « Ia ſcience ne . was cette | habilets pour 

mY, lh e des regles; elle dicte ſimplement ces 
T regles, et voila tout. Ceſt par Vexercice qu on 
EM Le Ss een, et per x exercice e ſous un 
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* ation 1 tri 0 la. pratique. FT einde dae Hs 
ja ſcience; mais on ne peut acquerir Fart ou Tha. — 
bitude de Va application des regles, qu en voyant et 7 
« revoyant les objets: c'eſt une habitude des ſens | 
4 qu'il faut acquerir; et ce n'eſt que par Thabitude 
« de e ces "Memes ſens IE HORA Gire AT! 4 
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1 2 ies to add tho white . are necitliark . 
ties belonging to the ſtudy of Phyſic, which make . 

it in ſome reſpefts ſuperior to Surgery; there are 
alſo peculiarities belonging to Surgery, which make 
11 in OT 1 nde to LO whe e 
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| "dy of the human body may be ſufficient for a 2 
_ Phyſician, (the Viſcera excepted, which he muſt 
thoroughly and minutely underſtand.) The reſt it 
vill be enough for him to have ſeen repeatedly ab 
"{eted. But the hands of the Surgeon muſt be 
| conſtantly employed in this work: (He ought tio 

bear every part of this complicated e and all 5 | 
the relative ſituations of each, as accurately in his 
mind, as the painter or the ſculptor ſhould its 
outline, and general proportions. For he is often 
to wound, in order that he may heal; and io employ 51k 
his knife on a living body, endued with acute 
baden, generally under the Aae 1 terror 1 
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Many of the FER . e in 7 . 
bn bave been owing to mere accident, which 
firſt taught men the virtue of drugs, and made 
thoſe experiments for them, which otherwiſe they 
_ would hardly have thought of, or have had courpge © 
to attempt. But moſt of the improvements in 

. . Surgery, have originated in reaſoning a priori, and 
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3 When the 98 of Alban of Few adn 1 
N nn determined on an application to Parlia- - 

ment, not merely for a renovation of their powers, - 
but alſo to be ereted into a pal one eee 1 
ot * Wen 1 wn” 5 35 
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1 dog do 1 . Medical 11 Colleges + as 4 
L 2 Lonkif of a very limited number of members, ana 
do permit others to pratliſe in the diſtritt over _ 4 
1 5 which they preſide, under. the denomination ok 5 1 3 
| Licentiates only. In this caſe the College is a little 
republic; all its members having votes, and being e 

_ eligible to its offices in their turn. But as the tem 
_ * Licentiate implies ſomewhat of inferiority, / or at 1 x 
Peaſt is generally felt as doing ſo, it ſeemed improper 
= n it into the ene W 7 een, . 
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Fr the Company's members had We: is 
become very conſiderable indeed, amounting is 
more than ſixteen hundred, including thoſe reſident 
beyond the bills of mortality, But as the govern. _ 
ment had always been velted in the Court o. 
1 Aſſiſtants, no confuſion had arifen from this ci. 
55 5 cumſtance. The members however were all equally e | 
i permitted to praQtiſe, and entitled to the fame im- 1 

: . . e 1 Were. belegen from ö . 
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mmong them, to fn up vacancies in oh” Court of 25 
5 when they happened to Occur, EE 
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As 84 tad all 'kitherts been t in petlehes 


and excepting the municipal diſtinctions of the 
Court, equal alſo in rank, it would have appeared 
very hard and unjuſt to make an invidious diſtinction 


between them now, and would have afforded reaſon- 5 


able ground for complaint: It was therefore re- 


ſolved, as the faireſt, moſt honourable,” and un- 
exceptionable plan, to beg of Parliament, that al! 


5 the members of the Company ſhould be conſidered 
1 as members of the College; but that the govern. 
ment of it, might be continued on the ſame plan 


exafily, as it had been before. Nobody could then 
be aggrieved; for the alteration would make no 
difference to any ſingle individual, except deno- 


minating him the member of a 1 inſtead of p 
the 2 of a es al 5 81 ; 


Ver, 8 to tell, this very 4 has 


occaſioned the moſt violent and illiberal abuſe to 


be poured upon the Court of Aſſiſtants, from thoſe 


very members, whoſe peace and reſpeQability were 
thus honourably n to be en in- 
vg violate. 1 N 


| * Notwithſtanding ha no Ae "Ms been more in- 


duſtriouſſy propagated, nor more generally received, 


than that the principal intention of the bill was to deg rade.. 
all the members of the company into the rank of Licen- 


- 


Ny! the Court of e . N 


1 71 0 


- The bill has been 8 as ee rivening | 

® e to bind and gall them and their poſterity” - 

= an iniquitous plan- Juckily expoſed in time to be 
484 defeated, which will not be ſuffered to diſgrace 
4 the legiſlature intended to convey arbitrary 
et powers againſt which it is neceſſary “ to exeite 

„ the indignation and reſiſtance of every liberal 

* mind' The College propoſed to be erected, 

has been called, : A lucrative jobbing aſſociation-— 

cc the proprietors and managers of which were to make 

d dheir fortunes, by receiving bribes to ſecure the ſuc- 

. ceſſion into it an oppreſſive and unjuſt mono- 
poly- — proſtitution « of Ne; ſe „ 


1 


| " Had all this Ti ited. in 2 e e 
| merely, it. would not. have been worth while to 
notice it from the preſs. But as it has been re. 
1 peatedly circulated i in print ; as it has been brought 
into Parliament, and occaſioned the bill to be loſt; 
; and as it has been ſpread, with the moſt glaring 
exaggerations all over the kingdom. — juſtice, honour, 
and decency require, that a Fee anſwer Jhould | 
be given. 1 | 1 
* + All baſs n are 10 0 8 A ve 8 
was firſt circulated with the ſignature of A. B. but 
afterwards reprinted, and ſent round to the members of the 
Houle of Peers, ſigned by the Chairman of the Com. 
mittee for conduttin 17 the oppoſition: A gentleman, 
_ whom 1 am perſuaded, in his private capacity, and not 


heated b 'o hu controveriy, would have n to bet his 
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In ts however, 1 with not repeat ihe 5 


: Ne above quoted, nor extratt others, equally 
* exceptionable, from the different papers which have 
been diſtributed; but ſimply confine myſelf to the 


ſam of the arguments brought forward, and let the 
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Tn the firſt TOR very y charges have been 
brought againſt the Court of Aſſiſtants, for having 


 prefented a petition to Parliament for a new _ 
vithout firſt convening and conſulting the members. 


of the Corporation at as The impropriety of 


| this complaint, will, 52 think, be ſufficiently evident, - 


when it is conſidered that the act of the 18th = 


© George II, had for very good and neceſſary rea- 
fons, as will preſently be ſhown, veſted the whole 
rule and management of all the affairs of the com- 
| pany, in the Court of Aſſiſtants, and in them only. 
i Parliament, therefore, could know nothing of the 
company, or of the ſtate it was in, but from the 
Court of Aſſiſtants. It had empowered them alone 
to hold courts and aſſemblies, in order to treat 
and conſult about and concerning the rule, order, 
„ ATE, (an expreſſion particularly applying! to the 


late circumſtances] « and 1 of the. ſaid 
company or corporation; and alſo, „to make, 


00 * ordain, K. from time to time, ſuch byc-laws, or- 
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| « ditances, via and es as to 115 ſhall og 

_ _ _ 6 ſeem. requiſite, profitable, and convenient for its We 
4-0 regulation, government, and advantage.” Hence 

_ there isno inſtance on record in which. the wembers 

at large had ever been convened on any buſineſs 
whatever, but the alteration of the quarterage, which = 

the giſt bye-law had | ordained; ſhould never be in- 

creaſed beyond the rate of ten ſhillings per annum, 

155 without the nas of a e of the e court | 
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5 po conſtituents of the Court. On the contrary, the 


Court are; and the purpoſes for which they are in- 
corporated make it unavoidable that they ſhould he, 


— — 1 


the conſtituents of the members. Thr court are 
their authority, not from a popular election, but 
immediately from the legiſlative power. It is a 
rtruſt committed to them for civil purpoſes, and 
5 ur member who enters the e receives all 3 


: pM The Huey have only been Li three times 
ante the ſeparation from the Barbers, The firſt was 
July g, 1746, when they were acquainted with the pro- 
_  eeedings o che Court in conſequence of the ſeparation, 
and invited to dine on a brace of Bucks, preſented by | 
his Majeſty to the Court of Examiners.—The . 
| was Avg 12, 1766, when the quarterage was increaſed 
to ſixteen ſhillings per annum on the members in general, 
4 and one ound twelve ſhillings on each member of the 
Court of Aſſiſtants.— The laſt was November 4, 1784. 
when it was reduced to ten e at which 1 i has wy 
- lince continued. | FA: | 
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1 e it was not to ibs ane a he - 
ö the members, having taken that "oath, and entered 
* into the company under the conſtitution eſtabliſh- : 2 
ed by the old at, could have a' reaſonable objec- 
tion to make againſt either of the propoſed altera- 
tions.“ None of them infringed i in the ſmalleſt de- = 
| 5 e privileges, or gave the Court of Aſüiſt. 
ants the leaſt additional power over them. The 
additional power had reſpect to none but future | 
ſeitlers between the diſtance of f ſeven and ten ier —.— 
round London. Indeed this could not be properly * 
called an additional power; it was only an exten- 
\ Gon of the Jame power to other oHjells 5 and could 
dot be an injury, but on the contrary, muſt be a 
benefit 10 the members of the company at large, 
2ẽle⁊s it tended more effectually to prevent unqualified 5 
ane "0 PO 110 deat PERS 3 
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The neceflity af a bude exemption ol the | 
8 operation of the ſtatute of Mortmain Was ſufficiently * 
Fear. It was proved in evidence before the Houſe 
„ Lords, that the certain and unavoidable EXPEN- 
3 55 diture of the N amounts to more than nine 
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on the ſees paid by perſons who receive the: diploma. 


255 The quarterage of two ſhillings and. ſixpence, paid 1 5 
| : by the members reſident within the metropolis and 
5 ſeven miles round it, brings ing but about 160. 
OX 1706. per andum; and Mr. Gunning had pre- 
puoſed to, Mr Chandler, to mabe, if the bill had 
En” paſſed, that; it might be entirely. aboliſhed: For if 1 5 
. the Company Ere once at liberty to employ the 1 
fſurplus ol. Their ixeceipts t toward realizing an in- 5 
come equal io their expences, a way: would e apen 
to free its members of all; ſlated contributions, nd 
in time, t leſſen the amount of thei fees that am 
paid, on admiſſion, and form ſexeral eſtabliſhment s 


for dhe adyancement of ſciences chich it would he 


impropet to attempt till chis object ber attained u“ 
5 e it; the; Company might by ſo'doing be- 
eme again inſolvent 3 its officers; of i courſe vou 
5 Dc edings, = 
and no, inſtitutions: they could ſet on foot would have 


For without 


be fettered and degraded: in, all their p 


4; that. prof; ft 'of perpetuity, without Which It would 


hardly be Kane to eſtabliſh tows. be bed 5 
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That c! es in, the abt 1 ding the Chi- 0 
rurgical Lectures to be given by the members of 
the council only, ſeems to have been very ill re. 


cauſe it has not been 
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ever, is very uncertain; depending almoſt entirely 
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ale. Theſe were firftinſticmed: in the year 1990 
on the ſuggeftion of Mr. Gunning, ant ate eon | 
Vi fined, as be has expreſſed it; „ To thoſe pang 

i . et which tend only to real practice, and the eftabliſh- | 

ut « ment of good principles,” deduced from exper 

4 i rienee and well arranged facts. It muſt ſurely de 

1  -ealy to perceive the neceſſity of appolncing/fock 

6 | . lectures to be given by perſons whoſe Ar 


improved and matured by years and enperfet EL 
and to takeicare they Thall/ be Bense others. - 
Lectures indeed on anatomy, and perhaps on pliy- 

| Gology, and ſeveral" other ſubjetts/ weh be giver = 
as well, and in ſome inſtances betterg by dene 
Perſons. Accordingly all ſuch OILS. 
left open, thai ahy member of competent abilities == 
might be choſen fromthe body at large to fill ben. 5 
But practical lectures are of too muclhi imp 1 
and demund hsabits of thinking" too long 00 0. 
dan eſtabliſhed;' to be entruſted by a Coll ; 
any" bur perſons of conſiderable ftanding it thephes | 
* felſions Ji) 3 this point could w deen p 
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e \foccred the unmonient Süss, whkth 7 
|  generally/ terminate early in May. The principal © 
__'objefin view was to furniſh the "oy and'navy 
Fa een and their Mates with a body of found 
piraten inſtruction, free of expence, that there : 
1 h no Leue; im future for ſending perſons into os 
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rw 3 95 Vid. 72 13 on the Surgeons: Bill, . 4 


. = How important it is that ſome re s of this . 
| - Kind ſhould be adopted, it can hardly e necellary tor „ 
me t Hate, Phe deplotable ignorance and incompetenee 


of many who have, been employed as Surgeons Mates, 


inn the naval, and in foine of the military departments, = 3 1 
wen ohen rematked; andlis owing in great meaſure o 


there bein no pu Nane means of. inſtruction provided or 
them by Government. The public are, in my. opinion, 
15 — Niete to the Mo verton of the Company of 


 _ attempting to remedy a part of this defect. Hitherto the 75 og. 
Court of Examiners have been very painfully circum- . 1 —_ 
ſtanced The feryices, muſt be ſupplied with aſſiſtance k 
„ ſome ſort Or other, and all they have been able to do, „ 
edo enquite into the. abilities of ſuch candidates as ol 
DE preſented, +hemſclves, and to take care that thoſe Who 


1 qualikedy ſhould. be preferred to the higheſt 


deins, And it is well known, that even, with this lax „ 
5 825 che deagth.of Hoſpital mates has been ſo great dur wy: 


__  thejprelent war, chat. Government, have been repeatedly- 
1 N to.adyextaſe lor them, and to offer very upuſoal 
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9 Frem this, and ſeveral other <ireumſlances Which 


__ might þ&,named, ariſes the begeſfuy of calling the navi. 


And military Surgeons to a epd <xamiybtion, heisse, 
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an effential pre-regquiſite—to improvement -1 in Sur- * ; f 
x 85 gery. Still however, Anatomy is not 5 3 
. 5 It was therefore thought neceſſary that attenda nee i He 
on theſe lectures, or on ſome others of a ſimilat, = 
nature ſhould be zequized of all who were ſent int? 
wie army or navy, Vithout any exception—Ruy 
if, on the one hand, they cu not be attended 
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wud be attended to, ſeems” very little re arded'by! i 


the greater number of itudents who come up to town” * 
for inſtruction. It is however one of the moſt important! 


. conſiderations in medical education. How is the ee wp 
___ - Randing of a pupil to keep pace ich the reaſoning of = 
A lekturer, who aitcotries on' the pathology a aileate? 
WH - or thebeſt method of performing ah operation, unleſs! he”? x 
be previcuſiy acquainted With the ſtructtire, relative” 


ſituation, and functions of thoſe parts, to which” the 


N teacher refers Dlndeed, Whatever be khe fubjeR* of. 2 | 
en quiry, it Will regs + be, wound that. ORÞER-! is he ne | 
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> Nath, Toe commit ine Witte innit of the 
Company v's concerns — twenty. one perſons, appears 


b bode Gentlemen, te partake too much of that 2 
- Siftberiey, which bas been of late ſo Tubceſsfully gx 
bon up with revolutionary gunpowder in ſeveral 
? 2 parts of Furope. To exorciſe this frightful fiend 8 
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from the affairs of this extenſive and increaſing 9 
4 corporation,“ various expedients have been lug 


5 geſted. Expedients indeed o varions, that it is 50 5 
plain the ſubject had been very eee, 
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1 1 The Pee eletion of 8 Preſident and Council 5 5 
WM © 105 the Royal Society furniſhed” a pretext; for = NT 
| _ © propoſal. But the caſe is not parallel. Wee 


Society is à literary body merely, having no civil 


1 duty to diſcharge; but the Surgeons Company is, LD = 
- has been already obſerved; primarily and eſſen- 
3 3 tially a civil inſtitution; compoſed indeed of perſons 


0 who are, or ought to be, literary men; but a civil | 4% 
_ - Inſtitution notwithſtanding—in which nothing can 
be of greater importance, than that thoſe Who are 


FCkntruſted with the governing power, ſhould 'be . 
1 ſons of Row ability" and INDEFEN inen. . 
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oaks to. * ns: this TACIT vl Svcs Aa \ 
e vg of the moſt odious kind. It would be 
5 making the old dependent on the young —ihe en, 
perienced on the inexperienced. We ſhould then ; 
baue our heads on. the een and our ot TARA in A 
ES OY” tout NOUVEQU. e 
5 Ads 1 Was ito. . Fra pled 8 
remain as they are, but to Unite with them twenty - 
one more, choſen by the body at large, one third ' 
ol whom. ſhould go out annually, and others De 
© eleted in their ſtead. , This reminds one of _ : 
Scaliger's diviſion. of all things into the Res perma- 
nenles, and the Res fluentes. But this device, preg» - 
nant with. file ord and c met with * 5 
15 e 1 5 „ 255 | 
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; The "ry (1 think i it was Lis laſt) w was to fa the 
5 en twenty-one as they are, but to conſtitute an 
intermediate body of one hundred, either choſen 
by the reſt, or being the ſenior members, to whom 
all reſolutions. relating to pecuniary, and ſome 
Other affairs, ſhould be referred 85 ; confirmation | 
| N before 1 were carried 1 into melee)”. 9 


- 0 e 27 . . 1 pl bs 04 
+ RR. the nature of the inftitution, can ſerioufly ——̃— : 
for the neceſſity or propriety of. ſuch an alteration, 
is almoſt inconceivable. I am fully perſuaded if 
tte noble and very learned peer, who coincided | 
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5 OY ſomething like ther latter plan,” would con- | 
dieſcend to re-confider the ſubjedt, he could not 


FM a * of being firuck with its Mts ny: 
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ER; Wbt can a governing ts aired or 464 in Za | 
Dy, if they are not to be entruſted with the 
20 management of its funds? They mult be fettered _ 


at every ſtep. It was very judiciouſly obſerved _ 


8 (I chink by Lord Loughborough) in the late debate, 
| that to refuſe them this, would be like telling a 


man he is at liberty to do whatever he thinks pro- 8 
per, while at the ſame time you are tying his hands. 
The Court of Aſſiſtants, or Council, or whatever 


they are to be called, never were, nor ever deſired 
to be, inveſted with power to employ the money 


| entruſted to them, 5 any other than' thoſe. public 


| purpoſes, for which they were originally ap- 
pointed. The queſtion is Who ſhould judge 
what is neceſſary for thoſe purpoſes? The Council 
tmhemſelves, who are conſtantly in the habit of _ 
fulfilling them, or a larger and more promiſcuous 55 
| body ? Surely if twenty-one perſons of liberal 
education, who by their talents and years have at 
length arrived at the head of a learned profeſſion, 


Who are acquainted with the nature of public buſi. _ 
neſs, and for the moſt part independent in their 


cCircumſtances, are not to be truſted with the 
management of an expenditure amounting to about 
9 eee pounds a year, we > muſt be in a in KO 
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caſe indeed, and not likely. to be re 1 ap- 
aling to a larger multitude, born, in all probability, 


Voith the fame. infirmtes' as their — and 
8 ee e 5 
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But BET al, what is the property of che Cor- 


85 poration? Is it the common ſtock of a benefit- : 
| club, or a trading company ?—Certainly .not—It 


is rather the revenue of a civil department which 


ſupports itſelf. This revenue, it is true, is col- 
ledted from thoſe who. are admitted to prafiife = 
155 Surgery; becauſe they are the only perſons who 
_ reap any pecuniary advantages from that permiſſion, 
and Government have not thought it right to bur- | 
den the public, in order to exonerate them of the 
.  expences attending their own privileges. 1 can 
buardly believe a ſingle member: of the Company to 
have been ſo inadvertent or miſ. informed whey he 
paid his admittance money, as to expett he ſnould 


ever have any further power or controul over it. 


He paid it, after his qualifications had been aſcer- 
| tained by examination, as the price of a diploma, 
or legal teſtimonial of his abilities, in right of 


which he has the privilege of pradtiſing Surgery 5 


in any part of his Majeſty's dominions, and is ex- 
198 e as We as de ſo n « from all pariſh» 
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12 . ma Pa, proper to Ra in this hw that ls ; 
ontroul of the expenditure and bye-laws, is not placed 


in the Court of Examiners, but in that of the Aſſiſtants, 


a ny of whom are not Examiners. 
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5 6 ward, aan ofices and from being put ino, or: 
10 6 ſerving upon, any jury or inqueſt.” The money ; 


= paid for this diploma therefore ceales to be his, in 


every ſenſe of the word, as ſoon as he has paid it; 

and becomes a part of that revenue by which 1 

inſtitution is e from e he derives 
n Fe ? 


"The wrath (ples for the 3 * an e | 
in the con itution end. the OE: * n 


. choad affairs, 1 was FOR up. e ee to . 
Court of Aſſiſtants by Mr. Gunning, when he 
quitted che office of Maſter in July 1790. In this 

ſtatement ſeveral inſtances of negle& and miſ- 
= management were pointed out, and regulations pro- 
poſed for preventing them in future. But as it was | 

addreſſed to the Court of Aſſiſtants only, without ; 


the moſt diſtant idea of being ever made public, e. 


the errors which bad been committed were ſimply 


detailed, without being traced to their original MK 


cauſes. Had this been the object in view, ſeveral _ 
circumſtances would have been adduced to account 1 
for them, and to exculpate the Governors from 

a part of the blame 1 _ A to r 0 
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5 | The ian aluded to, as FO as s they : 
can reſpe& the preſent ſubject, are reducible to 
three heads—Inattention,. to their minutes and 
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cee ee! in the codug af their leftures— 55 
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- With HELD to the firſt 1 oY principal 
- faults will be found to have ariſen from informality | 
in the arrangement of buſineſs; a fruitful ſource 


ol error and perplexity. It is very properly ob- 
ſerved © by a ſenſible writer, 4 Les dehors et la 
e forme demandent les premiers ſoins, dans les - 
« etabliſſemens m@mes qu'on fait pour les progres, 
_ & des ſciences.” But we muſt acquit the Governors 
of the Company of much apparent negle&t on this 


article, if we conſider the circumſtances under 


which as a to exerciſe their funftions. 


— 
. 


Wben 2 were firſ IR in Bhs" year 174 5, 1 
ths from the Barbers Company, (where many unpro- 


pitious cuſtoms - had long prevailed) they lay 


under almoſt every diſadvantage it is poſſible to 
_ conceive. They found themfelves with a public 


duty to diſcharge, and were to bold courts and = 


| aſſemblies for that purpoſe ; but they had neither a 


place to meet in, nor property to * purchaſe one: 
For the hall, the lands, and the whole ſtock of the 
r Company, except two ſpecific ſums which 
will preſently be mentioned“, were given up to the 
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tothe dries on no LIE terms. In this ſtate 
_ Government gave them no aſſiſtance“; they had 


no endowments to ſupport them; they were there 


fore obliged to borrow £4000. on bonds, to erect 


a Hall, and thus became encumbered with a heavy 


debt, that was not liquidated till the end of the year 


1784. All this time the current expences were to 


be diſcharged in their courſe, and in the year _ 
yn, 11780, the clerk (Cruttenden) of whole integrity no 
ſuſpicion had ever been entertained, (but who had 

2 been imprudently confided in) went off with. 3 7 


or nine hundred pounds of their PN - 


4 


"Tin this 1 — 9 . 3 fate of 


5 3 which laſted near forty years, it is no won 
der irregularities crept into the management of their 
minutes and accounts, which at length became 
Habicual. It is with public bodies as it is with 

: individuals: An embarraſſed ſtate of their finances 3 
Olten produres a degree of perplexity and concern 
about the preſent exigendy, that renders cool and _ 2 
dieliberate arrangement for the future leaſt, prac- 15 


ticable when it is moſt needed. However it muſt 


be remembered the embarraſſments of the Company 

did not originate in their irregularities, their irre- 

1 gularities aroſe from their embarraſſments, and thoſe. 9 
3 embarraſſments were unavoidable. It is much : 


: 2 to 1 0 out errors alter they bave been com- 
| | - mitted 


* Indeed! it does not appear they ever aſked for any ; 


and their neglecting to do ſo was. perhaps as blameable ; 


as any Ring 1 that Has lince been imputed to chem. 
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mitted chan it is i Foes than at fiſts 1 it is 
often by their effects 5 At we diſcover we 


10 o be errors. 


- This ifolyent ine of 8 . was, no 58 
one principal occaſion of the careleſs and deſultory 


manner in which the anatomical lectures were con- 


ducted; as it prevented them from making their 
ball a regular ſchool of anatomy, which they might 
otherwiſe have done, when che 8 firſt ook 


8 8 


Some cures Fe were chin to aol 1 ive 


hundred guineas were given by Sir Edward Atris, 


2 the latter Part 1 of the laſt century, ce for the uſe 5 


of the public anatomy lectures on the muſcles ;” 8 
and an annuity of fixteen pounds was bequeathed 


by Mr. John Gale, about the ſame time, « for one ; ; 


anatomy lecture to be given annually, by the 
« name of Gale's anatomy, "—making in the Whole 


a proviſion of 411. 108. per annum.“ But this be- 


ing all that could then be appropriated to chat pur- 
poſe, and as they were without a ſuitable collection 
_ of anatomical preparations, they made no attempt to 
enlarge their plan at that time, and ſoon afterward - 


7 it was evidently too late. Several private ſchools had . 
been eſtabliſhed, which acquired and deſerved great 


1 Theſe are the only donations which have « ever 
been given to the, e © d ß 
: 7 


19) 


reputation. In theſe, not only the whole ſlructure 
of the human body was explained, but the arts of 


, diſſecting and making anatomical prepatations were 
taught, and attrafted a great number of pupils. The 


teachers were enabled to form very large and in- 


tereſting collections, which both made their lectures 
more inviting, and increaſed their own repute with 
the public. Others were therefore rouſed to 
follow the fame example, and met with a good 


ſhare of ſucceſs. | Meanwhile the lectures at the 


hall fell, of courſe, into neglett, were ill-attended, 


and at length ſeemed hardly worth attending to, | 


er by the unn, or the public. g 


3 


| That t PAI ha FO vwrw 


A OILY AY n ct regularly given Chirur - 7 ET 
gical leQures is an omiſſion for which there is no 
ſufficient excuſe. Several of the members have in- 


deed, at different periods, read lectures of this de- 


ſeription; particularly Mr. Pott and Mr. Hunter; 


ſo that no chaſm in the ſyſtem of education has been 


the conſequence of this neglect: But a neglect it is, 

and no proof can be given of the wiſh of the preſent 

| Governors to atone for it, more convincing, than 

their having ſolicited that a courſe of ſuch lectures 
might be required by the propoſed A of Parliament, 

and thus made a condition of the College's exiſtence. 


Fs 


As to the umneceſlary expences, there / is only 


1 : one. article which can be juſtly complained of— 


. the dinners, which it it mul be confeſſed had 75 


©) 


been mae a great deal too coſlly, between the year 
1784, and the time when Mr. Gunning's flatement - 
was drawn. up.“ But of the £170 there ſaid to 
be faved in this article in one year, it muſt be re- 
collected 80. were by aboliſhing the annual” din- 
ner of the whole Company, which coſt the fund that 
ſum, in addition to what was paid for the tickets. 
So that there were, at that time, private members 
who could e with the EE: in theſe 
extravagancies. e 


* 


However they wie Pets long ſince retrenched, 
and are not very likely to be — * 5 


The Court 2 been accuſed of increaſing their: 
own fees. The only alteration that has taken place 6 
in this reſpect, is, making the allowance to each 
member of the Court of Aſſiſtants, who is preſent 
1 punctually at the time appointed for meeting, half 
a guinea, inſtead of half a crown, which was the 2 ; 
= | fee at Barbers Hall. But as theſe meetings are 
=_ - only held four times in the year, unleſs ſome ex. 


© trraordinay occaſion occurs, and as each member 
1 of this Court pays an additional ſum of twenty 
1 pounds to the general fund, on accepting his office, 


— 


„ 


——— — 


* And only during that period. - 


— 


* * 


EL _- * - * 
r 


755 4 The fees of the Examiners have neyer r been 
changed: | V 


1 


> . — o 
Wi n. . =o 8 6 ) 4 


the by 4 1s not likely to be moch impover- 
ie by What is ee ee for their 
ſervices. „ | 


ut — 


"x ail juſt oy one word . ebe ts 


_ Improvident, inconvenient, and ſo forth. The 


| conſiderations determine. 


[ 


the following calculation muſt be made. 


— 


The hall and premiſes were held at an 
annual EXPENTE, for | nota rent and 


taxes, of 1 55 240 N 
Taxes of Mr, Baldwin's houſe, „ 80 
The annual ſaving in this article therefore, is 4 160 


NM Page 2. 


purcbaſe of Mr. Bald win's Mouſe, in Lincoln 18 
9 Inn-Fields, which has been called extravagant, 


motives for removing from the Old Bailey have 
already been ſtated“: How far the choice of 
this houſe was adviſable or not, let the following 


The fee ſimple of theſe premiſes was 5 bought W 
for £ 5500. But in order to aſcertain the real _ 
_ expence (1 -ought to ſay the real ſaving) to the 
Company, or rather to that revenue of which the 
Company's Court of Aſſiſtants are the truſtees, Dt 


— 


e 
f 1 0 Take this at only twenty yas purchaſe . 


the amountis ---- — 80 f 
Eſtimate of repairs wanted a at the old hall 2000 
TIRE at which 1 it og, e 2100 

Non : 15 | £13 7300 | 
g 5 Mr. Baldwin's WIT . bose. : | : 


| A i 
Theatre, &c. including a con- 
venience near the Old Bailey, „ N 
for the diſſection of executed V 
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£ : 
| Money Oe KS £ 1000 
1 405 the 8 a freehold, inflead of a leaſebold. 5 


D 


n 
. 


I one ceſpef 50 W this removal be 800 
ſidered as unfortunate— namely, in having given 
offence to ſome very reſpectable gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood, who objetted to diſſection 

being carried on ſo near them. In order to ob · 

| viate this difficulty, a Clauſe was added to the 

a8; ordering a receptacle to be built near the, 
place c of erce nen, for chat purpoſe. = 


2 
22... 


a ee; 1 the particulars detailed in Mr. | 
Gunning e might be made to appear in 
a more : 


i 
— — — 


« 9! 13 


a more unfayourable light, the pede of the 
bill have carefully caſt up and exhibited the 


-_ whole amount of the ſums received by the C m. 


pany and its Officers, while that of the expen-, | 
diture has been kept out of ſight, except only in 


_ "thole articles which might furniſh matter for de- 


traction, and ungenerous comment. I paſs over 

- thoſe eſtimates which were repeatedly circulated, 
but have been proved to be falſe*, and ſhall no- 

. tice. only thoſe which are 44 to be re. 
but Have not been fairly repreſented?, . 


Ie has been tated 60 * ot 1 5 
that fince the att of the 18th of George II. 
Court have received for diplomas, eee i 

Ke. the ſum of eighty thouſand pounds; and 
| that of this money the Examiners have taken 
| fGixteen thouſand pounds for their own private 

uſe; though they pretend to have examined all 
perſons offering themſelves as candidates to be 

Surgeons or Surgeons Mates, in the Navy and 

6: Army, and in the ſervice of the OY OO 

7 pany, without any e ee, 


bt 5 he ad chat eighty thouſand, 
. and ſixteen thouſand pounds, are very 

* ſounding ug and make an excellent NOR 
Pts Ns E „„ 


* 


* Jo hi papers POT quoted. 


: # Obſervations on the Surgeon Bill, p- 3. n wid. 


— 


19) 


= ina | Philippic : : But if inſtead: of bang viewed. : 
min the groſs, they are taken in detail, i it will Wy 
1 a more N idea to the reader. 0 


3 | Theſe eighty PRESS. pounds are the aggre- 
gate receipt of fifty-two years—But let the cur- 
rent expences of the eſtabliſhment be averaged 
| at oo per annum, which is the loweſt they can 
J be taken at, they will amount to £46800, and 
= 8 the account will ſtand n as e 750 
8 85 e years at £ goo, 585 . a 8 
E!xpence of ereQing the old hall, 5 | ooo 
Purchaſe of Mr. Baldwin's ied, - EI Ad 5500 20 
ic, ooo ſtock in the g per Cents. bougbt | 
at 73 on an average . 
Examiners' and Affiſtants' fees 16000 


9 * 
2 7 „ 
+ ON 
: 


<- $EWEEDAS 5 
ont cart Dn hs” 
8 


= £ 79800 | 


is: epi EF 5 
. 
— 8 


7 


| As to the £16000 which the Examiners 
and Afliſtants have received in fees, this alſo is 
=. the aggregate of the receipts during bity-two 
F RE years, The Examiners are always ten in num- - 


— — 
5 CES” ESE 2 * 
r 
7 . 
> 


ber, and ſupoling them to have received it all, 


it would only amount, on an average, to ¶ 30-158. 

. and a fraction, yearly to each. At firſt it was 

ICS rather leſs, now It is rather more, but rarely 

1 amounts to L 50 in the courſe of any one year. 
© or this they a are obliged to attend from ſix- 


te en 


i 


5 teen to thirty times in the courſe of the year, 


and fit during the whole evening, let their other . 
engagements be what they may. And when it is 


conſidered that this obligation lies, and always 


muſt lie, on gentlemen of the higheſt rank in the 
profeſſion, this compenlation can e be 


thought too nen 


The manner in : which the Beine are 1 


1s this—Each Examiner who is preſent in the 
Committee Room by the time appointed for meet- 


ing, receives half a guinea of the money paid for 


each diploma that is granted that evening, If 

no diploma be granted, he receives one half 
Auinea only for his attendance, For the exa- 
- mination of Surgeons and Surgeons Mates for the 


Army and Navy, andthe Eaſt India Company's ſervice, 


(of whom in time of war from thirty to forty are > 
| ſometimes examined in an evening) THEY receive 


nothing at all. 


1 1 neceſſary that thoſe who receive 


5 permiſſion to practice, ſhould pay a quota of the 


expences by which the eſtabliſhment is ſupported, 


through which they receive it, proportioned to 
_ _ the emolument they are likely to derive from 
khat permiſſion; it has been uſual for thoſe who 


receive he diploma, and lettle i in London, or 
C TO 8 within 


> 


f 
4 
0 


. n 
Vvithin ſeven miles thereof, to pay £29-108.# | 
Thoſe whoſettle beyond ſeven miles pay only half 
chat ſum, but engage to pay the other half, if they 
mmould remove to within that diſtance. Army 
and Navy Surgeons, and thoſe in the ſervice of 
the Eaſt India Company, pay three guineas, and 
all mates one guinea, for that purpoſe. The ex- 
aminers meet once a month in time of peace, 7 
E and twiee a month in time of war. If any per- 
ſon cannot vait the regular meeting of the Court, 
an extraordinary one is ſummoned, for which 
We perſon. applying pays five guineas extra, 
which is divided among ſuch of the Examiners 
as etc but it is 1a rr chis can N 
5 often. 7 | — 


It 3 | i be acknowledged that this mode of 
pay ing the Examiners is ſomewhat exceptionable; 
although it is highly proper they ſhould receive 
' ſome compenſation for their trouble, and Joſs of 
= "ne. But it is not eaſy to ſay what method 
would be better. In the year 1790, 'a propoſal . 
was made by Mr. Gunning (then Maſter of the 
Company) to a noble Lord at that time in high 
office, for Government to allow a ſalary of four 
or five hundred pounds a year, to be divided be- 
tween the members of the Court of Examiners,--- 
As they examined for the Army and N avy ſervices, 
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* 


ES. And, except the quarterage, no additional contribu- ; 
= tion has ever been called lor. | 


TE EY 


it was thought bt to make ſuch: be. 5 


queſt, If chis had been acceded to, the fees 


they receive would have been aboliſhed.” But | 


his Lordſhip thought it better they ſhould con- 


tinuue to pay themſelves, as every allowance of 


this kind muſt come through Parliament. Soon 
After this the war comfnenced, and it was thought 
an e time to urge the matter further. Jo 


What then 1 is bers in "a theſe 4 that 
- cl for any effential change in the principle of 


the inſtitution ?—Let it be remembered, that ſo 
far as miſmanagements have been detected, the 
Court - Aſſiſtants have been their own accuſers, 


by admitting che free examination of their books 


and ee The Whole pretence for ac- 


cuſation reſts on their conduct of their own 
| buſineſs, in which the complainers had no right 


I intermeddle. All the reft is ſurmiſe. For 
with regard to their conduct toward the Com- 


pany at large, not a ſingle abuſe of power has 
7 hitherto been diſcovered; not one h has 
cver been exhibited.” 1 


flowbei,” Ce, 8 and Abuſe, 
thoſe portentous goblins which ſtart from every 
buſh/and brake to terrify modern reformers by 
day, and haunt them like the night-mare in their 
EE flumbers, have not failed to employ their wizard 

e en occabon: fortheugh fi- d 
| 5 years 
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i deſcried theſe monſters peeping forth from that 
dclauſe in the act, which ſubjeQed all who ſhould 
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years have clapſed, in which they Ee not dared 


— 


5 to ſhew their rightful faces among us ; the moſt” 


alarming apprehenſions are now entertained, 


Teſt they ſhould at laſt jump up from the chaſm 


in the Company, and graſp a. whole army of 


Surgeons I in their claws. 


One Os Con nſel againſt the bill thou ght he 


practice or profeſs to praktiſe Surgery, within 


ten miles of London, not having firſt obtained 


the licence of the College, to a penalty of ten 


z pounds per month : His appalled imagination 3 


inſtantly beheld an amazing ſwarm,” * who _ 


* niſter comfort to the afflicted, in various ways,” 
Men-Surgeons and Women Surgeons, Barber- 


Surgeons and Cobler- Surgeons, Surgeons who 5 
only underſtand ſome particular diſeaſes, and 


Surgeons who underſtand no diſeaſes at all, 
marked out as a ſacrifice to this peſtilent con- 
trivance! One would almoſt have imagined he "mh 
85 had been retained as the expreſs advocate of this ä 
empirical hoſt. Surely, either the learned gen- 
tleman muſt have ventured a little ultra crepidam, 


or his clients had been ſtrangely forgetful, both 
of Weir own intereſt, * of the . | gol. RT 


What manner of 8 10 . * 


any body of: men to be eee unleſs the 


„„ 


privileges attached to that incorporation are pros 
_ _ teffted from invaſion, by ſome kind of penalty? 
What inducement can there be for men of talents 
ER and liberal education to devote themſelves to 


ſuch a profeſſion as Surgery, if the praQtitioners. 


in it are amenable to no teſt of their abilities; _ 
and every impudent pretender, and every front- 


leſs ſecret - monger, may commit his frauds wi 
Lo ne 1 
The circumſtances. under which this penalty | 


ſhould be enforced, muſt certainly be left to the 


| diſcretion of thoſe, to whom the government of 

the College is entruſted. To infli& it indiſcrimi- 

nately would anſwer no end, nor could they be 
ſo fooliſh as to attempt it. Quacks there always 


will be, for there are always people who will be 


quacked: but it is neceſſary to put them under 


ſome ſort. of reſtraint, leſt too many murders 
ſhould chance to be committee. 


* 


= But the great objet of affright and diſmay a UE 


ſeems to be the power of making bye-laws, which 


has always been veſted in the Court of Afliſtants, 


8 r * ; 


I very much regret not having room to inſert the 


very pointed and ſenſible remarks of Ls PALIGENE 
on this ſubject— The learned reader will find them in 


his Poem, intituled Zodiacus Vite, page gg, of the Rot- 


terdam edition of 4698—under the ſign Leo. He may 


alſo turn to page 225, under the ſign Capricorn, where 


ttuthe Poet ſeems to have met with a better claſs of men. 
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| A. they are ſpoken to; and fo it fares with 


—_ 


. laws is a civil d having ouly theſe three ob- 
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and vas to reinain KY them eee of the 
- intended College. Not Briareus himſelf, with 
his fifty heads and hundred hands, ever inftilled 
half fo much terror into the beſiegers of Olympus» 
as this wonder-working clauſe has unhappily 


produced in the minds * ſome 8 


„ 5 


However, moſt phantoms, it it is ; ſaid, will vanith 


this: For the lighteſt confideraiion will ſhow, 


that the power of making bye-laws is not that 
_ frightful arbitrary power, which ſome gentlemen 


_—_ ; but is perhaps more limited and defined 
n any other ſpecies of diſeretional truſt, being 


banned on every fide by the ſpecific objefts of : 


the ſociety or inſtitution. And no bye-laws re- 
| lating to this Corporation or College, or What- 

ever it is to be called, can be valid without the 
ſandtion of the Lord Treaſurer, the Lord Chancellor, 


and the two Lord Chief Juſtices for the time being, or 


_" them at the leaſt: Therefore no wanton, or 


illegal inconyenience, can ever he laid 3 the . 
members at large. 


Tue power of the council, then, to make bye- 
0” 


* vide Oblerraios 0 on the Surgeons B Bill.” 


— 


. 


(ww) 


jelts in view=The qualifications of een | 
The ſupport of the dignity and privileges of the | 
profeſſion, and the managetyent of receipts and 
=; 8 belonging to the inſtitution. Beyond theſe, 
and what relates to theſe, they can have no power; 


and whatever is directed to thefe, muſt be, upon the 7 


whole, advantageous to the members at large; and 
cannot admit of any ſubſtantial grievance, which Fre 
5 will not corrett NI e 8 


The grand confideration therefore i is a, ede 85 
the overſight of theſe objekts (and they are very 
important ones) muſt be entruſted ſomewhere, to 
whom ought Government to commit it? Is it a 
matter of perfett indifference ; or ought they to be 


cereful that they velt it only in perſons of tried 


5 ability, and ſecure it, if pollible, to a ſucceſſion of 
ſuch ?—But of this ability in the ſucceſſors alſo 
ſomebody mult judge; and the queſtion. returns 
5 To whom ſhould Government commit the choice 
of theſe ſucceſſors ?—For to whomſoever this 
choice is committed, in one ſenſe every thing is 
committed. „ ; 
- N FREY is contrary to all reaſon and experience . 
to ſuppoſe, that in numerous bodies of men, all 
are equally qualified to preſidę; or, which is nearly 
the ſame thing; to judge who ſhould preſide. 
Ability to praQtiſe Surgery is one thing; Abilit + 
i nn a . of Surgeons, is another: 


Sv 


(460) 


The latter requires a degree of profiiional» ex- 


5 pPerience, and knowledge of the world, Which is 
pot the lot of every man; and perhaps it vill not 


be eaſy to find a better way of making this point 
ſecure, than by leaving the choice in queſtion to thoſe, 


. who have been themſelves elected in like manner, 


and for like purpoſes, and who are bound by an 
. cath. to diſcharge the duties of their 28 88 6 without | 
_ favour or ä e | 


1 apprehend rwenty-one EE 5 of this deſerip- 5 
tion muſt be fully competent to every neceſlary 
purpoſe. Not that there is any peculiar charm in 
this number; but it is the old one, and where buſi- 
neſs can be ſafely 1 by a few, it is im. 
proper to commit it to more; not only becauſe it 

will be tranſaQted with leſs confuſion and diſorder 


15 by a few, but becauſe it is more likely a few who 


are properly qualified, may always be found, than 
a greater number. It can do us no harm if more 
are qualified than are wanted to act; but it will do 
us a great deal, if more be appointed to 28, 
7 than are properly . 


One principal plea for deres ng the num 
per of officers, has been this That it would 

have a greater tendency io promote emulation 
among the members. I very much doubt the 
validity of this aſſertion: For the more the num- 
ber of officers is increaſed, the leſs is the rank and 

- importance of each. It ſeems more calculated = 


- Promote 


'*- (za - 


ws, promote emulation, that a few only ſhould be ap- 


pointed, but whoſe ſtations ſhall OY | 
worth having, than to multiply them beyond what 
is neceſſary for the tranſaQtion of buſineſs. I do 
not know how others may feel on the ſubjeQ, but 
it certainly appears to me, that an honourable = 


 rinQion, which ſhall be really a diſtinQion, impor. © | 


tant and uſeful, reſerved for mature years, to laſt 

for life, and to be conferred by men of high rank 

in the. profeſſion, in the name of their country, is 

. molt likely to excite the ambition of + an ingenuous 
mind. 5 5 5 


Let! it ide be 1 hiw 1 i it is 5 for 175 
58 every profeſſional body to enſure a certain degree 
of rank at its head. Every teſtimonial of ability, 
authoriſing to praQſe, muſt come from thence- to 
every member. As therefore the perſons are, who 
grant a teſtimonial, ſo is the value of the teſtimonial 
itſelf. Every member of a College is degraded, 
if the officers at its head have not that eſtabliſhed - 
perſonal, and profeſſional claim to reſpeQ and con- 
fidence, which may be increaſed, but cannot be 
a ph ns by theiro fficial capacity. . 1 


1 11 is very true that this reciprocal influence of _ 

perſonal and official dignity, 1s one of thoſe ſubjefts, 
on which the new light has not yet condeſcended to 

- ſhine. But it is well worth the conſideration of all 

who intermeddle- in the formation of corporate 

bodies: They cannot long be maintained without 
325 5 
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1 0 


10 1 This was a unh bell known 3 
TT forefathers, 2nd it may nerraſſer Hart e 
_ N bo | 


Of the 8 hicherto.in 3 $9025 


| the ſubjeQ of very ſevere animadverſion; namely, 


the eighth,. By this it is ordained, That no per- 
« fon praQtiſing as an apothecary, or following any 


& oiher trade or occupation beſides the profeſſion 

& or buſineſs ofa Surgeon, ſhall be capable of being 
ce choſen into the Court of Aſſiſtants; or if he 
4 ſhould be one of the Court of Aſſiſtants, be 
« « eligible to the office of Maſter or Examiner.” 


It muſt readily be feen this law refers hs to the 
offices, and not to the fellowſhip of the College, or 
Corporation. For to the latter, Prattitioners in 


Pharmacy are equally admitted, with thoſe who 
devote themſelves wholly to Surgery; and are 
equally protefted in the enjoyment of whatever 

| confidence the public may honour them with. The 
paoĩnt therefore to be conſidered, is Whether there 

are any good reaſons for confining The Govern- 

ment of a College of Surgeons, in the metropolis of a 


great kingdom, to thoſe who are Surgeons only, and - 
do not intermeddle with inferior branches of e : 


tice? 


1 MOON if « Lirnilar RE "AE were Aſked, in 


relation to any other profeſſion 8 8 there I 
ca only one anſwer ws, oat 9 5 


5 The 


6 10g 3 


- The. elevumtthnces muſt be very rare, chat will 


make a departure from this rule admiffible; and 
if they ſhould occur, thoſe who ſuperintend the bye- ; 


laws will have full power to make the exception. 


1 


But in proportion as thoſe are admitted to the of. 5 


ſiees, Who do not confine themſelves to Surgery, | 
thoſe who do muſt be excluded; a prattice, which 
would at once be impolitic and abſurd; the prof. 


perity and improvement of the art depending i im- 0 | 


mediately on thoſe, who cultivate it ſcparately, and 
alone. For however neceſſary it may be, that fome 


| Surgeons in the military and naval departments, and | 


in other ſituations, ſhould aQ in 2 twofold capacity, 
this is a neceſſity ariſing from contingent” circum- 


8 ſtances, and not at * from: the wature of e E 
1855 8 


1 is very true, this a” al diſtia8tions 5 
: will ſometimes wear. the appearance of great libe- 
rality; but it is really nd more than the appearance: 


e judicii ratio enſtat. Nothing can be truly great 
| L in Malls vieh is pat in its e 


10 e at eee 0 a ; 
| - pew aft, on the plan of the laſt, the Surgeons N 
Campany have ſalicited for a redintegration of no 


. Cicer. Epiſt. ad Brut, Lib, fing.—Ep. 26. | 


For as Brutus once very ſeaſonably obſerved to his 
friend Cicero, & Nihul per ſe amplum ęſt, niſi in quo 
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_ other powers, than. thoſe under which their ſcience | 


has e Bouriſhed, beyond. all 3 9 


They. ious aſked. 50 higher ok than they ON 
hitherto poſſeſſed ; becauſe it has been already be- 
ſtowed on their brethren in Scotland and Ireland, | 
whoſe merits, _—_— 88 * e cannot be ſu- 
perior to their „„ e 

"They "ak aſked for a er exempticn ho 8 
” ſtatute of Mortmain, that they may be enabled, | 
in time, to make a permanent proviſion for their 
expenditure; becauſe the ſame exemption, to the 
ſame amount, has already been granted to che Col- 
* of Edinburgh and Dublin. 


— 


They have aſked * an addition of three Rs to 


* their juriſdiction, for the public good and ſafety only; 


| becauſe the means of inſtruQtion are now-ſo-much 
eaſier of acceſs, that it is doubly diſgraceful prac- 
titioners ſhould be e 8 are ee of 


Forer informati 8 


| They WD . that meetings may i in "I © 
be legally held in the preſence of one Preſident, or 
Vice Preſident, inſtead of two, in order that buſi- 
neſs may be tranſated with more certainty and eaſe, 
and the late deficiency i in their 2 be pte · . 
vented in future. 
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This is the 1 of their petion,——Should this 


be granted, (and ſurely it will not again be refuſed) 
te preſent ftate of their funds will permit them to 
exonerate their members from the further payment 
of quarterage; and they will be enabled to ſet on 
foot an eſtabliſhment for Chirurgical Inſtrudtion, 
5 greatly needed, and loudly called for, by * 15 1 
* of Foley, — 2 TO | 
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